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ob Horticn*r Case 


.TEHRAN 12 memliera of Eninas 
Mwd • Wtter to MmUs speaks* NateqltoS 
“5«-«r presence of Interior Minister All 
Mp h a tr n a d Bcsha r atiin a session of <opHnission oo 
'l^ers^affirasni^oDimiab fogfreexplanaiionswi 
me numerous murders committed by a man known 
as the Bat of Tehran's Nights. 

Tt?*8 fisted questions to be answered by the 
inter ior m i nis ter including why the with 
cnmhal records had been left free to commit so 
many murders. . 

{Could on Pg. 14) 


Hundreds Killed in Dramatic 
Setback toTaleban 



Sail! Arabia Fires Short- tae 


RIYADH — Saudi Arabia fired its own 
surface-to-surface missile at the weekend to mark 
the inauguration of a new test site in the Persian Gulf 
desert kingdom. 

Defense Minister Prince Sultan ibn Abdel Aziz 
launched the rocket with a range of 62 kilometers 
(38 miles) on Saturday at the site at Al-Kharj, 
around 100 kBmneters (60 miles) south of Riyadh. 

“Our country possesses strategic missiles with a 
range of 35 to 60 kilometers (22 to 37 mBes), and it’s not 
a secret to anyone,” Prince Sultan told journalists. 

{Corud on Pg. 14) 


KABUL — -In a dramatic military 
®ethack Afghanistan's hard-line 
Taleban movement lost a key pro- 
vincial capita] and hundreds of 
fighters north of Kabul, opposition 
sources said Sunday. 

The Taleban authorities Sunday 


launched after the fall of Chari- 
kar,** located 64 kilometers (40 
miles) north of Kabul. 

The official in Talehan’s south- 
western headquarters of Kandahar 
told the ABP fay telephone that the 
opposition advance had been 



At least 200 Taleban fighters, 
riding on military trucks and other 
vehicles, were on their way to the 
fighting zone under the command 
of Jalalabad governor Mauls vi Ab- 
dul Kabir, the agency, based in die 
bordering Pakistani city of, 
Peshawar, said. 

Ami -Taleban jets launched 
three bombing raids Sunday on the 
Afghan capital. Kabul, witnesses 
said. 

The raids came after opposition 
forces took the Parwan Provincial 
capita] of Chari kar and a neighbor- 
ing airbase, strategically placed 
just north of Kabul. 

Witnesses said at least two 
bombs exploded close to the center 
of the city, but die intensity of 
ground fire made the thumping 
booms difficult to distinguish from 
the outgoing fire. 

Anti-aircraft placements dotted 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Israeli, Palestinian Ministers 
Meet on Peace Process 



AL-KHAUL (March 19): Supporters of the Islamic group Hamas 
in Ai-Khaftl chanting anti-Zionist slogans in a show of strength in 
the West Bank town of AI-Khalil. The march, which stayed away 
from the Israeli-controlled fifth of the town, was organized to 
commemorate the birthday of Islam's Prophet Mohammed (S). 

(AFP PHOTO) 


admitted they had lost the northern 
provincial capital of Ourikar to 
apposition troops -led by the Af- 
ghan government's Defense Min- 
ister Ahmed Shah Masood, 
Afghan sources mid. 

However they refuted another 
opposition claim dial the strategic 
Bagram Airbase outside Kabul 
also fell in a. dramatic overnight 
assault against the Taleban mifitia. 

A Taleban official, quoted by 
die private Pakistan-based Afghan 
Islamic Press. (ATP), said a 
“counter offensive has been 


“stopped*’ and fighting was now 
going on near the BagramAiibase, 
SO kilometers (30 miles) north of 
the Afghan capital, the agency 
said. 

ATP, who (fid not identify the 
Taleban official, claimed Bagram 
Airbase was in the Talehan’s 
hands. 

It said hundreds of Taleban 
fighters had been moved from 
Kabul to die north and reinforce- 
ments had also been rushed from 
.fee' eastern garrison city of Jalala- 
bad. 


BA1T-UL-MOQ ADDAS — Pal- 
estinian International Cooperation 


N. Korean Media Lambasts U.S. in 
Runup to Four-Party Preliminary Talks 


Condition of World 
Muslim Minorities 

LEGAL MEANS TO VINDICATE THEIR BIGHTS 

Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — At a round table held 
by the Tehran Times on fee occa- 
sion of fee Unity Week (July 18- 
24), fee Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Legal and International Af- 
fairs, Mohammad-Javad Zarif, 
and the Secretary of the Legal 
Committee of the Supreme Na- 
tional Security Council (SNSC) 
and head of fee Center of Strategic 
Studies (CSS), Hossein Mehrpour, 
elaborated on fee present condition 
of Muslim mino rities in the world 
and fee feasible legal support that 
can be extended to them. 

Zarif, giving a statistical analy- 
sis ofthe condition of fee Muslims 
throughout fee world, noted that 
most of fee Muslims in the non-Is- 
lamic countries, particularly in the 
Western countries, are immigrants 
. who have emigrated either from 
the colonies of those countries or 
from Islamic countries due to po- 
litical. social, economic or cultural 
reasons. He defined fee doo-Is- 
lamic countries as those feat are 
not members of fee Organization 
of fee Islamic Conference (OlC). 


“The second group of Muslim 
minorities are racial or ethnic 
groups which have previously mi- 
grated to those countries in the 
course of fee international con- 
flicts and which have preserved 
their Islamic identity. In Europe, 
the Turkish minorities like those in 
Greece, fee Balkans, Bulgaria and 
Central Europe fell into this cate- 
gory," be added. 

(Contd on Pg. IS) 


SEOUL — North Korea’s leading 
parly newspaper on Sunday lam- 
basted the United States, blaming 
its troop presence in fee Pacific for 
instability on fee Korean penin- 
sula. 

“The main reason why fee situ- 
ation of fee peninsula still remains 
unstable is feat fee United States, 
a belligerent, has sought to stifle 
fee DPRK (North Korea) by force" 
of arms, keeping huge aggression 
forces in South Korea and its vicin- 
ity," fee Rodong Sinmun (Work- 
ers’ Newspaper) said. 

“The indefinite presence of 
U.S. troops in the Asia-Pacific re- 
gion is aimed at invading fee 
DPRK," the paper said in an edi- 
torial carried by the Korean Cen- 
tral News Agency (KCNA) and 
monitored here. 

“IT they continue resorting to 
military adventures under the pre- 
text of the ‘inrtability’, a war will 
be unavoidable in fee peninsula," 
said the editorial which was car- 
ried as preparations were under- 
way for four-party Korean peace 
talks in New York August 

It was also aired as former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter and for- 


mer U.S. Senator Sam Nunn ar- 
rived in Pyongyang for a two-day 
trip, after which they are sched- 
uled to visit Seoul. 

When Carter last visited 
Pyongyang in 1994, he brokered a 
summit meeting between fee North 
and fee South which was aborted 
weeks later by the sudden death of 
then North Korean leader Kim 11- 
Sung, reportedly of a heart attack. 

The four-party talks, involving 
the two Koreas, China and the 
United States, were proposed by 
U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
South Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam. 

Their main purpose is to work 
out a permanent peace reginva on 
the pens insula, still officially at 
war after the 1 950-53 Korean con- 
flict was ended by a UN-super- 
vised armistice. 

The North, whose economy has 
crashed and whose people are now 
dependent cm foreign aid for food, 
has insisted that any peace agree- 
ment must be signed with fee 
United States, not with Seoul, an 
argument rejected by both Wash- 
ington and Beijing. 

(AFP) 


Minister Nabil Shaath met Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy here 
Sunday to discuss how to resume 
peace negotiations broken off four 
months ago. 

The two met at a large Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas hotel in fee presence of 
fee European envoy for fee Middle ‘ 
East, Miguel Angel Moratinos. 

“I came here, at Moratinos’ s 
invitation to preare for the meeting 
in Brussels," said Shaath, who like 
Levy is to travel to the Belgian 
capital for a gathering of European 
Union (EU) foreign ministers. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Campaip Against 


to Be Intensified in 
Pakistan 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — A source close to 
the government of Pakistan an- 
nounced feat a new law intensi- 
fying the campaign against 
sectarian terrorism would be en- 
forced next few days in Pakistan. 

Majid Malek, a Pakistani 
Minister, said that according to 
the new law, the charges against 
arrested terrorists would be in- 
vestigated by special courts and 
they would be tried at least within 
a period of one month. 

The cabinet minister also un- 
derlined that the verdicts to be 
issued by the courts are irrevoca- 
ble. 

Although the Pakistan's Na- 
tional Assembly is currently 
closed, the Pakistani government 
has the right to implement neces- 
sary laws in the country for a 
period of three months without 
the assembly's approval. 

The law will he enforced un- 
der the decree of President 
Farooq Ahmed Leghari. 

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif vowed Friday to 
wipe out sectarianism and terror- 
ism, amid a wave of killings in 
the southern and central parts of 
the country. 
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Job Vacancy 

An international company is looking for a lady receptionist/secretary with the 
following qualifications: 

1- Good knowledge of English (spoken/written) 

2- Familiar with P.C.. 

3- Typing Farsi and English 

Please send your resume including telephone No. and the most recent 

photo to P.O.Box 15145-776 before July 25, 1S37 by registered mall. 
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Conference on Unify: Forum for 
Converging Viewpoints 


■ oday, the 10th International Conference on Islamic Unity 
will be inaugurated in Tehran with a speech delivered by 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

The conference, held every year during the Unity Week (Rabiul- 
Awa! 12-1 7), convenes reformers and advocates of Islamic unity 
from round the globe and is a forum for discussing the major issues 
currently raised before the Muslim world. 

So far, the conference has succeeded in making great strides 
towards removing misconceptions among different Islamic 
schools of thought and converging their viewpoints. The partici- 
pants, to whatever Islamic branch they belong to, are free to 
discuss and defend their views on the topic of the conference from 
the standpoint of their own Islamic school of thought. 

A review of the topics and discussions in the previous confer- 
ences reveals the yearning of the Muslim nations for the revival of 
unity among all Muslim nations throughout the world. The neces- 
sity for this unify, which is rooted in the beliefs of all Islamic 
brandies, is more felt in view of the world's present political 
dimate and the problems facing the Islamic countries. 

Indeed, Islam is the standard-bearer for unify among all believ- 
ers and worshippers of the Almighty God. The Holy Qoran has 
called the believers 'brethren' and has urged them to consolidate 
their brotherhood: 'The believers are but brethren, therefore 
make peace between your brethren.-" (49:10) 

it has considered friendship and harmony as a gift bestowed by 
the Almighty God on the Muslims, which cannot be purchased 
- even at the highest expense: "And united their hearts; had you 
spent all that is in the earth, you could not have united their hearts, 
but Allah united them;" (8:63) 

The Holy Book has called on the followers of Prophet Moham- 
mad (S) to be kind to each other: "...compassionate among them- 
selves;" (48:29) 

The Almighty God has made the forgiveness of the Muslims' 1 
sins conditional on their pardoning their fellow Muslims: "~and i 
they should pardon and turn away. Do you not love that Allah , 
should forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful." (24:22) 

Islam has asked its pious followers to refrain from backbiting i 
(49:12), sarcasm (1 7:53), derisive and scornful remarks (49:1 1) so j 
that friendship among them would not be damaged. 

Given such precious guidelines, the valuable measures taken , 
by the scholars and intellectuals from different Islamicschools of j 
thought to boost Islamic unity are definitely positive steps in the | 
direction of accomplishing Islamic objectives. 

Moreover, tribute should also be paid to the devout personali- j 
ties from all divine religions who have taken similar steps towards j 
overcoming misunderstandings among the followers of these re- , 
ligions and bringing about proximity among them. 

In fact, unity among the divine religions is one of the major goals 
of Islam and the Islamic leaders have always welcomed friendly 
ties with followers of other divine religions like Jews and Chris- ; 
tians. That is because Islam has urged the followers of all these 
religions to abstain from taking provocative measures against one 
another (6:108). Instead, ft has asked them to underscore their 
'commonalities and avoid dominating each other: 

"Say: O followers of the Book! come to an equitable proposition 
between us and you that we shall not serve any but Allah and (that) 
we shall not associate aught with Him, and (that) some of us shall 
not take others for lords besides Allah; but if they turn back , then 
say: Bear witness that we are Muslims." (3:64) 

Islam has also called on its followers to hold constructive 
dialogues with followers of other divine religions in order to 
remove misunderstandings if there are any (29:46). 

Above all, the Muslims believe that all the humans are descen- 
dants of a single couple, Adam and Eve, and thus, all are near kin 
(49:13). 

That is why we offer our friendship to all people round the globe 

and call for peace, brotherhood and unity among all the pious and 

the righteous. We hope the response will get wider as the time 
goes on, until peace and love prevail in the world. 
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President’s Message Submitted to 
Comoros Counterpart | 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The message of 
President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, inviting the President of 
Islamic Federal Republic of Co- 
moros Muhammad Taqi Abdul- 
karimi to attend the 8th summit of 
the Organization of Islamic Con- 
ference (OI C) scheduled to be 
held here in December 1997, was 
submitted to him. 

The message was banded over 
by Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati in a meeting in 
Moroni cm Sunday. 

Expressing readiness to attend 
Tehran summit, .the president of 
Comoros said that the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran is a friend of his 
country. He also called for en- 
hancement of relations with Iran. 

Referring to the two countries* 
commonalties, the Iranian for- 
eign minister said that the 8th 
OIC summit would be a good 
opportunity for Muslim states to 

3 Tons of Drugs 
Confiscated in 
Kerman 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Head of the Law 
Enforcement Forces of Kerman 
Colonel Mohammad Rouhi said 
that three tons of narcotics and a 
considerable amount of contra- 
bands were confiscated in ibe 
southern Province of Kerman in 
the first quarter of the current 
year (March 21 -June 21) by the 
Law Enforcement Forces. 

According to IRNA, Rouhi 
said in Kerman on Saturday that 
the drugs and contrabands, seized 
by forces under his command, 
were worth Rls. 1 .5 billion. 

Moreover, Rouhi said the 
forces also managed to confiscate 
1 1 0 stolen vehicles within the pe- 
riod. 



review the issues pertaining the 
world of Islam and find solutions 
for the problems besetting die 
Muslim countries. 

He also expressed .Iran's 
readiness to expand Tehran- 
Moroni relations in all fields. 


Velayati also held a separate 
meeting with Foreign Minister of 
Comoros Ashraf Said Hashem in 
Moroni on Sunday. 

In the meeting, Hasbem called 
for expansion of relations with 
Iran in areas of marine transpor- 
tation, commerce, culture, agri- 
culture and health services. 

He also called for exchange of 
politico-commercial delegations 
between die two countries as well 
as seting up of an exhibition for 
displaying of Iranian made com- 
modities in the Comoros. 

The Iranian minister referred 
to existing facilities and capabili- 
ties of both countries and ex- 
pressed Iran's, willingness to 
expand bilateral relations and co- 
ordination with the Comoros in 
international affairs. 

At the end of the meeting the 
two sides expressed interest in 
boosting bilateral cooperation as 
well as coordination in interna- 
tional issues. 


Publisher of ‘Sobh’ Fined for 
Scandalous Reporting 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The branch 34 of 
Tehran courthouse Saturday 
found the publisher of the 
monthly Sobh (morning) guilty 
and fined him RJs.5 million for- 
scandalous reporting about the 
Minister of Post, Telegraph and 
Telephon Mohammad Gharazi. 

According to the court’s rul- 
ing, publication of the monthly is 
to be suspended for a month. The 
ruling came in the wake of court 
action against the monthly by 
PTT minister. 


Peman 


Instructors Meetin 


The publisher of the monthly 
can appeal against the sentence 
within 20 days, an IRNA report 
said. 

The court has, however, ruled 
out Gharazi’s claim against the 
publisher of the daily for libel. 

The jury has admitted die in- 
sulting nature of the monthly's 
report about the operations of the 
PTT Ministry but has also admit- 
ted the monthly's innocent inten- 
tions in its reporting and 
therefore considered die publish- 
er of the monthly for a commuta- 
tion of his sentence that might 
otherwise be harsher than the one 
declared in the ruling Saturday. 
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Rafsanjani Welcome to 


Te h r an Timex Service 
TEHRAN — The Saudi Arabian 
Defense Minister Prince Sultan 
ibn Abdel Aziz said on Saturday 
dial theJAnian President Akbar 
HsshemL3tafsanjani was wel- 
come Saudi Arabia, is a 

new sjjSBof impravfafcrtfes be- 
tween fojfwo countries. 

The Saudi prince mack the re- 
marks while speaking to journal- 
ists at the inauguration ceremony 
of a new jnissiie test site at Al- 
Kharj, around 100 kilometers 
south of Riyadh. 

Asked by journalists if Presi- 
dent Rafsanjani was expected to 
visit. Prince Sultan said, “the 
kingdom is open to all visitors 
and above all our brother, Mr. 
Rafsanjani, who is welcome any 
time." 

An informed source at Iran's 
Foreign- Ministry has told die 
Tehran Times dud President Raf- 
sanjani has accepted an invitation 
by the Saudi King Fahd to pay a 
visit to Saudi Arabia. However 
the sources did not give a precise 
date for the visit. 

In reply to our reporter's ques- 
tion about the date of president’s 
visit with regard to the short time 


feft tin the end of his teas* 
source said that the Saudi offi- 
cials know that “Rafsanjani is 
Rafeanjani." even if he is not tire 
president at the trine of the Waft. 

- Saudi Arabia* and irxxriaa o#- 
fictals have voiced m c rearia afde- 
kke to improve relations. . 

In a move to strengthen Te- 
hraa-Riysdh relations. Advisor 
to King Fahd paid a visit to Te- 
hran cm Tuesday, July 1 , convey- 
ing messages from the Saudi King 
Fahd and the crown prince to 
President Rafeanjani. 

In a meeting with President 
Rafsanjani the Saudi King's en- 
voy expressed hope that holding 
such meetings would pave the 
way for resolving the problems 
facing Islamic countries. 

He also reiterated that his 
country attaches great importance 
to the 8th summit of the Organi- 
zation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) to be held here in Decem- 
ber, stressing that a high-level 
Saudi delegation would fake part 
in the summit 

In die meeting, the two rides 
expressed satisfaction over foe 
expansion of bilateral relations. 


Iran, China to Strengthen 
Cultural Relations 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The Chinese Dep- 
uty Minister for Culture Liyuan 
Chao announced in Beijing on 
Sunday that China is to hold its 
first cultural week in Tehran next 
year. 

In a meeting with the Deputy 
Head of the Islamic Culture and 
Communication Organization, 
Alt Jannati, the Chinese minister 
said that the holding of the cul- 
tural week in Tehran would be 
effective in promoting Sino-Ira- 
nian cultural ties. 

He expressed satisfaction over 
the growing cultural ties between 
foe two countries in the recent 
years and added that Iran would 
participate actively in the Beijing 
International Arts Exhibition 
next month and this is very im- 
portant for China. 


day, is being held in the Workers* 
Cultural Palace in foe vicinity of 
Beijing’s Forbidden City. The 
works of Iranian artiste are on 
public display at the exhibition. 

Iran Ranks Third in 


Inn Physics 
Olympiad 


Ali Jannati expressed pleasure 
over foe expansion of cultural co- 
operation between Iran and Qrina 
and said it is expected that during 
foe forthcoming visit to Iran of 
foe Chinese Minister of Culture, 
Liu Zhongde, cultural agree- 
ments between foe two countries 
would be finalized. 


Iran's first cultural week 
which opened in Beijing on Fri- 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — - Iranian national 
physics olympiad team, ranking 
foil'd at foe World 28fo Physics 
Olympiad, w on one gold, force 
silver and one bronze 
: According to IRNA, Iranian 
student Mehdi Anwari ranked 
first at tiie co m pet it i on s by scor- 
ing 29.75 out of the total 30 paints 
in theoretical test and 17.5 out of 
die total 20 points at the practical 
test. A total of 266 students from 
56 countries had taken part at the 
olympiad, held in Sudbury, Can- 
ada, from July 15-17. 

The gold winner was Anwari, 
while Farzad Parvaresh, Mehdi 
Fazeli and Reza Salem won silver 
medals. Mehdi Sediqi bagged the 
bronze medal. 

The Iranian team stood third 
after Russia and China by scoring 
194.25 out of 250 points. 




Experts: Iranian Women, Men Enjoy Equal Rights 


Tehran Times Sert'ice 
TEHRAN — Teachers and pro- 
fessors of Persian language beki 
a meeting in Armenia on Satur- 
day, IRNA reported. 

Promotion of Persian lan- 
guage in the Republic of Armenia 
and compilation of new educa- 
tional books for primary and high 
school levels were discussed and 
agreed upon in the meeting. 

Hundreds of students are cur- 
rently studying Persian language, 
as their second language, at 12 
special schools throughout foe re- 
public. 


Tehran Times Sen 'ice 
TEHRAN —The latest statistics 
released by Iran's Employment 
and Administration Office said 
that some 631,892 out of a total 
of 2,160,723 Iranian government 
employees are women. 

Based on the statistics, 
453,797 (46 percent) out of a total 
of 995,078 employees at Educa- 
tion Ministry and 95.935 (42 per- 
cent) out of 226,2 1 8 employees at 
Health Ministry are women. 
However, in other ministries fe- 
male employees make up just 10 
percent of total employees. 

Director General of Planning 


and Manpower Training Depart- 
ment at Iran's Employment and 
Administration Office, Mehdi 
Eshraqi, said in an interview with 
IRNA here on Saturday that men 
and women were potentially ca- 
pable of having equal share in all 
types of activities in foe country. 
Eshraqi said that however there 
were certain job opportunities 
suitable only to men or merely to 
women. 

He saw the parameter of cui- 
ture as the reason behind 
women’s high .ratio of engage- 
ment in foe education and health 
sectors, saying that women would 


be active in political, economic 
and specialized activities as well 
by the craning years, when there 
would be reduction in birth rate 
and low demand for employment 
at . the education sector. 

Meanwhile, an expert at the 
Planning and Manpower Train- 
ing Department Mahio Fo- 
tourehebi told IRNA that 
women's and men's equal share 
in Social activities irrespectiveof 
foeir sex but based on their exper- 
tise, knowledge and competency 
was a must for attaining further 
productivity in foedevelhpiqg**' 

(ContdonlPg. 14) 
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President-Elect Delivers His 
First Message to Nation 


T-cTuwm ionai&rwec 

** flettino dos8 to formation of the new 
p T“ fcr *« tect Hojiatoleslam Seyad Mohammad 
^^™^ffBrart\tora hara been presented on the mechanism for se(ec6on 

o' “■■ Khatami’s cabinet, dscussion 
a u! t £! e - l D? n !b ? ra °!t heca b ina t 18 anwigtha hot issues in the liaraan mess. 

Islamic Revolufion and the Islamic Repubfic »«d s»d 
^‘^^ rrea ^ ,no ‘ totai *^toany^S» 

fledtte ’if^ ^!T , Ab ^h a3s an Banisadr, couSremain and 

rt ™P I ^t*^he TO sdep^ 

=S =? “*=== 

not ( ?f°p 0 80 <nch m preserving foe principles. 

6a *kJ ran, J !' itS ed^toria, ****** ^ ^ certain 
vrawpomfo d ^the country’s political wings reveal that they try to place the 

M °^ 0Cliv0S «*«»■ against the 
WMtes^value#. The daify went on saying that this is not surprising but 

The piiJfic opinion inspired from the Ideals of foe revolution does not so 
much accept factionalism and is not compatible with rcfcWe-rousing and 
aggranasBmenL 

_foan's commentay says ithat the new government does not have to greople 
I - ““ted during President Hashemi Rafsaniani's office 

I to 0X155 ^ crises and provide the ground for councils and political 

Today, people are impatiently waiting for foe fulfilment of the protrises 



M^isSpeakur: Lfsder'sliiiiilfliiipsSioiilil 
Be Followed lip Smodr 



^ “ —!««««■ MmuioawYM in i ici iu i Huwiory. 

Acc ytng responsfoffly, tolerating criticism, spreading expert theory arid 
osnfoution of power among various layers of the society are among other 
things which foe nation wants to be heeded during Khatami’s tenure. 


TEHRAN — President-elect Ho- 
jjatoleslam Seyed Mohammad 
Khatami said in bis first message 
to the nation Saturday night that 
since his election to presidency on 
May 23rd he has been concentrat- 
ing on the present state of affairs 
of Iran and on bow best to form his 
Cabinet. 

He said in the meanwhile he had 
consulted experts and profession- 
. als with a view to forming a Cabi- 
net with original outlooks and 

Ayatollah 
Bahaoddini 
Buried in Qom 

Tehran Time* Service 
QOM — The body of deceased 
Ayatollah Bahaoddini was buried 
in the holy city of Qom Sunday 
with a large number of people and 
senior clergymen attending the 
funeral service, IRNA reported. 

The Leader of Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
(Confd on Pa. 141 


VACANCY NOTICE 

The Office of United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is looking for a highly qualified and experienced candidate for the 
post of "Liaison Office” in Tehran. 

The incumbent of this post will be closely associated with senior management of the 
UNHCR Office of the Chief of Mission in Tehran in their day-to-day activities and form 
a working relationship with senior government officials who are UNHCR’s main 
counterpart ^ 

You are kindly requested to forward your letter of motivation along with detailed 
educational and professional background to the following address or fax as soon as 
possible. Suitable candidates will be contacted by phone for interview and tests. 


Qualifications and Experience 


Qualifications: 

Experience: 

Languages: 


Advanced university degree in management/planning/social 
services 

Six years experience fn programmfng/planning and five years 
working in govemment/intemational organizations 
Applicants must be fully fluent in Farsi and English 


Closing date: July 26,1997 


Addressi 


UNHCR 

#1, Comer of Kish Alley 
Africa Ave., TEHRAN/15188 
Fax: 879 76 18 


\ 


novel approaches towards the vari- 
ous issues of the nation and capable 
of ensuring full-scale national de- 
velopment with social justice and 
independence. 

President-elect Khatami said 
that the creation of a well-devel- 
oped, independent and free nation 
would need the effort of every citi- 
zen together with solidarity and 
national determination. 

He said the religious identity of 
the Muslim people of Iran and the 
Islamic revolution should work as 
the hasic ingredient for an identical 
national feeling and for a national 
resolution for building the nation, 
for defending values and for pro- 
tecting the Islamic Revolution and 
independence. 

President-elect Khatami also 
added that he feels proud of being 
given the opportunity to serve the 
nation. He added the people should 
respect the verdict of the majority 
who have elected him and on their 
own part make an effort for help- 
ing die nation march faster towards 
a better future. 

(IRNA) 


Tehran Time* Service 
TEHRAN — Majlis Speaker Ho- 
- jjatoleslam Akbar Nateq Nouri 
called for serious and practical 
following up of the recent guide- 
lines of the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei on preventing the 
emergence of a new affluent class 

MJF-Affiliated 
Co. Earns $5.2m 
Through Exports 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — A company affili- 
ated to Mostazafan and Janbazan 
Foundation (MJF) exported S5.2 
million worth of goods to Central 
Asian republics and France last 
year (March 20, 1996-March 20, 
1997), IRNA reprated. 

Managing director of the 
company Mohammad-Baqer 
Soleymani said here on Sunday 
that die volume of the company's 
products last year reached 17,500 
tons. 

Soleymani said there was a 26 
percent growth in the company's 
exports last year, which the figure 
is expected to amount to between 
$6-7 million. 

He said that between 60 percent 
and 65 percent of die company's 
needs for raw materials were met 
domestically. 

He added that studies were 
underway by the company to 
establish a melamine producing 
plant in Central Asia. (IRNA) 


in society. 

The speaker made the state- 
ment in bis address at the open 
session of the Majlis yesterday. 
He congratulated the birthday an- 
niversary of the Holy Prophet of 
Islam and the Unity Week and 
called for solidarity of Islamic 
countries in order to- thwart the 
plots hatched by global imperial- 
ism and international Zionism 
against Islam and Muslims. 

Nateq Nouri condemned the 
insult to the sanctities of Islam 
and Christianity by the Zionist 
entity and called on Muslims and 
Christians to defend Prophet Mo- 
hammad (SAW) and Jesus Christ 
(AS). 

He said the resolution issued 
by the UN in condemnation of the 
Zionists has no color and added 
that invited the enlightened Mus- 
lim ulema and writers to throw . 
light on the various aspects of the 
Zionists' crimes and goals. 

Majlis Decides to 
Praise President 
Rafsanjani 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Majlis Steering 
Board called for ceremonies to be 
held at the Majlis on Tuesday in 
honor of President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

The ceremonies will be at- 
tended by the heads of the three 
powers, a number of senior offi- 
cials as well as ambassadors and 
foreign newsmen. 


CREDIT AGRICOLE 1NDOSUEZ, 
the global wholesale banking ami 
of CREDIT AGRICOLE 


One oT the World's Top Ten Banks with capital of USD 28.1 billion 
and total assets of USD 477.3 billion. Credit Agricole now offers, with 
the acquisition of Banque Indosuez, an established international 
network across 60 countries and capital market activities throughout (lie 
world. 

A Strategic Platform for Development 

Credit Agricole and Banquc Indosuez have joined forces in wholesale 
banking to form Credit Agricole Indosuez ; a leading player in 
banking and financial markets, with a strong financial position and 
higldy developed international oj>era lions. 

Global Expertise and Financial Strenght 

The combination of financial strenghl and expertise makes Credit 

Agricole Indosuez a major force in today's market place. 

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, Credit Agricole Group is represented 
by : 


CREDIT AGRICOLE INDOSUEZ 

Representative Office in Tehran 

154/2, (Dowlntshad Building) Africa Avenue - Tehran 19177 
Telephone : 2057004 - Telefax : 2059953 - Telex : 226677 INSU 1R 

General Representative : Mr. Farzad AMANPOUR 


V. 







„ • / 

- ' . S' 


PAGE 4 economy 


TEHRAN TIMES 


JULY 21, 1997 


President Opens Rehabilitation Center 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani Sunday in- 
augurated Asma'a Educational. 
Research and Rehabilitation Cen- 
ter for Children in Tehran. 

Built on a plot of land covering 


2.788 sq. meters, the center is to 
offer services to 500 physically 
and mentally handicapped 
patients. 


thousand of hearing problems and 
■two to four in thousand of cerebral 
palsy, IRNA said. 


1,300 Tons of 
Dimension 
Stones 


Consumer Price Index 
Up by 0.5% in t Month 


At present seven to ten children 
per thousand are suffering from 
speech disability, seven in 


Over 80 physicians and 
therapists are working at the 
center after being trained in 
Britain, Germany and Hungary. 


Exported 


Tehran Times Service 


Tehran Times Service 




mm 








TEHRAN - 1,300 tons of dimen- 
sion stones were exported from 
Kurdestan province, western Iran, 
said the Director General of Mines 
and .Metals Department for Kur- 
destan Province, Abdolfatah He- 
samy, in Sauandaj, Kurdestan 
Province Saturday. 

Hesamy said that the exports, 
equivalant to $290,000, included 
marble and were exported to Italy, 
Japan and Persian Gulf states, 
IRNA reported. 

He added that in the first 
quarter of the current Iranian year 
1376 (started March 21, 1997), 
130,000 tons of dimension stones 
were mined, registering a 13 
percent increase compared to the 
corresponding period in the 
previous year. 

. Annually 500,000 tons of 
dimension stones are mined from 
the province, he added. 


TEHRAN - The consumer price 
index of the country's urban re- 
gions rose by 0.5 percent during 
the Iranian month of Khordad 
(May 22-Jurie 21 , 1997) compared 
to the preceding month. 

The Economic Statistics 
Department of the Central Bank of 
Iran reported that die figure shows 
an increase of 18.8 percent 
compared to the corresponding 
period last year, IRNA reported. 

The report added that inflation 
rate in the first quarter of die 
current year reached 17. 1 percent, 
showing a slight increase 
compared to the preceding year. 

The increase in price index is 
due to rise in prices of bousing, 
fuel and electricity by 1.5 percent, 
medication and health care by 2.9 
percent and garments by 1.3 
percent 

The price index which bad an 
upward trend from July 1995 
through March 1996, dropped in 


April knd May .1996 btt gradually 

rose in the following, months, 
reaching 524.1 from May 22 to 
June 21, 1997. 

The price index for gannaas 
rose by 1.3 percent, housing, fuel 
and electricity by 1.5 percent, 
furniture and household app&aoces 
by 0.2 percent, t ra nsp ort a tion and 
a>mmanicatians0.9pi»cea£.he*ltb 
services 2.9 percent and other 
services 0.2 percent. 

However, die price indexes for 
foodstuff, beverages and tobacco 
declined by 0.6 percent and of 
recreation and education by 0,3 
percent. . . 
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Iran, Kazakhstan to Set Up 
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TEHRAN — President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani (O talks to a disabled here yesterday at Asma'a 
Rehabilitation Center. 


Joint Road Transport Company 


SAT™'? 


Average Annual Investment Rate 
in Industry Sector Stands at 19% 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Average annual- in- 
vestment growth rate in industry 
sector over the past 8 years rose to 
19 percent. Industries Minister 
Mohammad Reza Nemat-Zadeh 
said here Sunday. 

Speaking to the reporters, he 
said that it is at the time when the 
average growth rate of investment 
in the national economy over the 
said period stood at 1 1 percent. 

He added that the annual 
growth rate of the value-added in 
industry sector in the First Five- 
Year Economic Development Plan 
stood an at average of 14 percent 
and it is predicted to rise to 5.9 
percent in the Second Five-Year 
Economic Development Plan. 

The growth rate of the industry 
sector over the past 8 years 

5 Production , 
Industrial Centers 


amounted to 8 percent, two percent 
'More than die growth rate in na~ 
%jons4 economy of die country, the 
minister stated. 

According to Nemat-Zadeh the 
shave of the industrial goods from 
the total non-oil exports of -the 
country increased from 12 percent 
at the beginning of the First Five- 
Year Economic Development Plan 
to 50 percent last year and ex- 
pected to continue its surging trend 
in future. 

The share of industrial goods 
from the country's total exports 
increased to 9 percent at present 
from 2 percent at the beginning of 
die First 5- Year Economic Devel- 
opment Plan, be stated. 


Over 900,000 
Tons of Goods 
Transited 

Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - 938,348 Tons of vari- 
ous foreign-made goods, worth 
Rls. 1,716 billion, were transited 
through Iranian customs in the 
first quarter of the current year 
(March 21- July 21). 

The goods included 110,448 
tons of foodstuff, 367,653 tons of 
fuel, 460,247 tons of 
miscellaneous goods and 7,455 


IRNA said that the -major part 
of the transit goods had been 
handled through customs in 
northern Iran. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Iran and Kazakhstan 
have agreed to set up a joint road 
transport company in order to ex- 
pand bilateral cooperation in over- 
land transportation. 

The agreement was reached in a 
meeting Saturday between the 
Kazakh Transport and 
Communication Minister Yuri 
Lavareniko and the Head of the 
Foundation for - the Oppressed and 
Disabled of the Tslamic Revolution 
(Bonyad-e Mosta'azafan and 
Janbazan) of Iran, Mohsen 
Rafiqdoost in Akmola. the future 
capital of Kazakhstan, IRNA 
reported. 

The Ministry of Transport and 
Communications of Kazakhstan 
moved to Akmola in spring this 
year in accordance with the plan 
for the transfer of ministries. 


According to the agreement 
reached between the two sides, the 
Transportation Organization of 
Bonyad-e Mostaz'afan and the 
Kazakh Ministry of Transport will 
prepare plans for the formation of 
a joint transportation company 
between Iran and Kazakhstan. 

Rafiqdoost who arrived in 
Akmola Saturday, also called on 
officials of the Kazakh Ministry of 
Agriculture. 
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Russia for Expansion of Oil 
Cooperation With Iran 


India Asks EC to Resolve 
Anti-Dumping Issue 


Operational in 
Yasouj 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Five production and 
industrial centers were put into 
operation in Yasouj Saturday in 
the presence of Industries Minister 
Mohammad-Reza Nematzadeh. 

The units, active in production 
of polyethylene pipes, plastic bags 
and food containers, cookies and 
biscuits were established at a cost 
of Rls. 30 billion, IRNA reported. 

The units were supplied with 
necessary equipment at a cost of 
$6,238,000. 

Moreover, the minister 
inaugurated construction works of 
three other projects, which are to 
be implemented at a cost of more 
than Rls. 20 billion plus 
DM859,300 on Saturday in 
Yasouj, the Kohkeloyeh and 
Boyer Ahmad Province. 

The minister also inspected 
construction work of a cement 
plant in Yasouj. RIs.40 billion and 
$15 million are to be spent on 
establishment of the firm, which, 
once operational, is expected to 
produce 700 tons of cement. 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - India has asked the 
European Commission (EC) to re- 
solve the anti-dumping issue relat- 
ing to exports of unbleached cotton 
grey fabrics through mutual talks 
and not by taking recourse to anti- 
dumping procedures. 

Talking to newsmen in New 
Delhi Thursday, Commerce 
Minister B.B. Ramaiah said “we 
have already told the European 
Union (EU) that there is no point 
in starting the investigations 
again. We may be able to discuss 
and thrash the issue out'*, IRNA 
reported. 

The minister's statement 
assumes significance in die light of 
the EC initiating fresh 
investigations on July JLL-on 
charges of dumping of unbleached 
cotton fabrics (UCF) by India and 
five other countries after die EU 
had earlier rejected a move by the 
EC to make provisional duty on 
UCF “definitive". 

The EU bad rejected the 
provisional duty by nine votes to 
six at its sitting in Brussels during 
May. Following this, the 
Eurocotton, a European union 
body for textiles sector, had filed 


a fresh complaint, which has been 
admitted by the EC and referred 
for investigations. 

Ramaiah 's statement is also in 
line with a decision taken at the 
first into r- ministerial coordination 
committee regarding disputes 
between India and its trading 
partners in the textiles sector on 
July 9. 

The EC has been conducting 


anti-dumping investigations into 
unbleached cotton grey fabric 
almost continuously aince- 
Februaiy 1994. so far, it has been 
unable to get duties enforced. 

India exports nearly- $195 
million of unbleaced cotton grey 
fabrics to the EC. The other 
countries on whose exports a duty 

was slapped were China, Pakistan, ~ 

Turkey, Indonesia and Egypt. 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Russian First Deputy 
Minister of Fuel and Energy 
Sergei Kiriyenko in a meeting with 
Iranian Ambassador to Moscow 
‘Mehdi Safari said the Russian 
government was ready to expand 
its cooperation with Tehran in die 
areas of oil, gas and energy. 

Kiriyenko said that Moscow 
still supported full implementation 
of the agreements reached 
between the two countries on 
formation of a joint company and 
exploration of oil in the Casp ian 
Sea, IRNA reported. 


He invited Iranian Oil Minister 
Gbolamreza Aqazadch to pay an 
official visit to Russia for 
conclusion of a memorandum of 
understanding on mutual oil 
cooperation. 

Safari said for his part that Iran 
is ready to contribute to 
exploration and exploitation of oil 
in the Caspian Sea and the Persian 
Gulf within the framework of 
bilateral and multi-lateral 
cooperation. 

He called for finalizing of a 
memorandum of unde rstanding on 
cooperation between Iran and 
Russia in the area of ofl. 


542,285 Tons of Minerals Quarried 
From Mines in Kurdestan 


Indian Navy to Manufacture 
Air Defense Ship 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - A total of 542,285 
tons of minerals were extracted 
from mines in western province of 
Kurdestan duirngr first quarter of 
the year (March 21 -June 21), said 
director general of provincial 
mines and metals office Abdolfat- 
tah Hesami. 

HesamfSaid that the Iota! value 
of die extracted minerals within 
the period stood at Rls. 12. 198 
billion, IRNA reported. 

He added that extraction of the 
minerals showed a rise of 2.4 
percent within the period 
compared to the figure registered 
within the corresponding period 


over the preceding year. 


He remarked that 529,285 tons 
of minerals had been quarried 
from provincial mines between 
March 21 and June 21 last year. 

wumm 


Tehran Tones Service 

TEHRAN - The Indian. Navy will 
"shortly'’ start manufacturing its 
own air defense ship (ADjS), a 
smaller version of an aircraft car- 
rier, to replace decommissioned 
"Ins Vikrant'% the Vice Chief of 
Nava] Staff, Vice-Admiral Susbil 
Kumar said in New Delhi yester- 
day. 


■['-■^Tehran Times Sendee 
TEHRAN - Director General of 
Fisheries Office for provincial cit- 
ies of Gorgan and Gonbad Hossein 
Rostami said on Saturday that 
about 95 percent of world's caviar 
were caught from the Caspian Sea. 

Rostami said that more than 16 
million beluga roes are poured into 



the Caspian Sea annually in order 
to protect sturgeons. IRNA 
reported. 

About 720 tons of sturgeons 
and more than 1 14 tons of caviar 
yearly obtained from waters 
near two Caspian littoral 
provinces in northern Iran. 


While talking to newsmen,. 
Kumar said "we are confident that 
government will soon sanction the 
funds required to build an ADS as 
part of its tong-term policy of. 
indigemsation’MRNA reported. 

He said the design fpr a' 
24,000-ton vessel is already nude. 

Proposed to be built at aedfit of 

$485 million, it will be capable of 
carrying a mix of fighters, 
including the vertical take-off and 
landing sea harrier Jets, 
anti-submarine helicopters and a 
combination of Hiiyiies r v . . 


If things go rights - the 
uafigenous ADS would be toady 
for operations' in die next ten 
years. It was proposed to bt built 
at the Cochin Dockyard in 
southern Indian state cf Keah. be 


« I * 


A 






TEftlttS 


■ j 




* it- '• "rif 


’ 1 * 


v,- 7 * 7 * ■ ‘ 




1/ . 


• . u w 


-*- 1 • r* 

■ i 






o*. 


»*r* ■' fr^t- 

" ‘ + • ; ■*' :«*• '>•»-*$ 
't ■' •- 


. * t 
iJ '• 


,-v •: • * 




U'/.U.J ■ ■ :• ' 


•i-'" vlrtSrr* 




.**.*•■ 


suj* :: ' 

*v-> : 

...... ^ 

■ * r - t. 


CRlCKCt 


"iiiV,., ... 










. cyclic 




t . . 

• • • ■ . t j:. . 


** Pin?.. 


'i 




a "" : ' 




'■ .. 

.... : 
I T:' * r. ■ 




.« 1 



1 ‘ 



r-v 4 

/ i 


«r 






?- 




ifr ji U .*-*-- 




[ » V.* 


-***« 


.®C-0}^ 


0.5a nCe '% 

01 , 1 'to, 

^C+ 


PAGE 13 sports 


TEHRAN TIMES 


IULY 21, 1997 





**' V-,- .- 

•a-***;-; 

» VI 1 1 * 

t \ 

-**“* fc. ki . . 

IWWjlW 'jifc ■ — . 

-■ v,. t . . 

f-'a&ssr,: v ;:■ • .... . 

■.’ • . £*, • . . ; 

■ >»«*-'-■*»-- - J- - .. 

? - 'l ... 




r.» 




* 


i ~ * - 



'**• ifc 
'■ f *V «k 
4 


for EkpansionM 
*&>pv ration With Im 


-Ml 

■&■»*>**»* '*■• 1 

«/ ' *.■.■ ■*■•*••• 
a V»mW , '» f* ■» ■ -=* 


nn- *•»*••■ 

■•4 *^ir "»«r ' •• 

irHt» 1r *W ?•-’ 

r. «t*» -^1 •- i 

*•- 1 , 4 . 

: *r5)*»- 2*1* - » i; 

(■••£' ii-W.I n 

-*r* -•*■•-• ■■•* 

-- * ».r:M " 

•* er s *»- 

■f 


.s»-C 

.. '^Ern 

S • .. u 114? 
•, I X2E 

• r ► -« ■» £l 

•T4-i. M 

*.s i tf.lrrt** 
1. 

• -; . “ «. 

- ,-s -jtf-arMfcA 3 

* l.: a 2* : 

. -. t i:. 0» v 

.. v*r a ; f. 

* .**•- n !sS i 

.... .- I Jl 

„ , . 2 **» a * 

/.fr- 


ian Vi " t« Maiwcw^ 


..•.-iP 




:* 1 

' r "U* 


. f *.»' 

. , P ‘ ' "• 
I ,*f 

- . 1 *“ 


,t is* i 




> v TENNIS 

## Spawns Oust Seles From NJ Match 

suffering from back spasms 
f he match, quit in the second set of the 

C, “ sic ' a,lo " i "8 


; vTT-^ - r tu ine 1 mats. 

■^rfciKivwiiked 29, won 3-6 3-2 and win play 1 6-year-old A^ina 
of Russia in the championship match. Kournilcova, 
wdpo^ea^d the semifinals at Wimbledon before losing to 
* J ” n 8* s " ®eat Maggie Maleeva of Bulgaria 6-4 6-1 on 


Korda. Reach Showdown 

JjiBftiCTONs Top-seeds Michael Chang of the MS. and Petr 
ifcra of the. Czech Republic Will meet, in the final of the 
$675,000ATF Washington Classic here Sunday. 

.gptitbe semi-finals Korda beat David Wheaton of the U.S. 6-2, 
t^which CBahg defeated Brett Steven of New Zealand 6-2, 7-6 
.$FWy . ' 

Testiid Faces Makarova 

WMa.Wyt Trance's second seed Sandrine Testiid will play 
* -Ma|carova of Russia .in the final- oT the WTA tournament 
AP*- Sunday. Testud defeated Austrian Barbara Sdiett 0-6, 
|7r® f7/3) while Makariva put out top-seeded Barbara Paulus, 
^_oLof Austria 6-4, 7-5. 

.-Jpr: ..’•■• • ■ i :■ v 

•z. rkjy-' .V • 

S^i st Man 9 Porias and Kucera go Though 

^STUTTGART, Germany: Spain's Albert Portas, who was the last 
iotomatk: qualifier for the. tournament, and Karol Kucera of 
^bvakhi reached the seml-fiiials of the rain-disrupted one 
mtflion dollar Mercedes Cup tournament here Saturday. 

; forte posted a quick 5-2, 6-4 win over compatriot Felix 
Mantilla while Kucera put ouf Sergi Bruguera of Spain 6-3, 2-6, 
7-5. 

-1«» the two quarter-finals completed on Friday, third-seeded 
Spaniard Corretja beat compatriot Alberta Berasategui 6-4, 6-4 
whfie- Costa achieved the same scorehne to knock out 1996 
finalist Yevgeny Kafellnikov of Russia. 

CRICKET 

GaUing Piite WaiTie to the Sword 

LONDON; Australia's bowlers were made to struggle as 
Middlesex's former England captain Mike Catting exacted some 
revenge on Shane. Warne at Lord's on Saturday. But the 
40-year-old Gatting, who captained England to their last ashes 
success- iii 1986/87 and is now an England selector, fell 15 
ajgonizfng runs short of a 93rd first class hundred. 

CYCLING 

Paidani Puls Up SwashhuckHng 
Performance 

ALPS D'HUEZ, France; Italian cyclist Marco Pantani, nicknamed 
'the Pirate', won the 13th stage of the Tour de France here on 
Saturday — winning the dreaded Alpe d'Huez stage for the 
second, time. - 

The 27-year-old Pantani, who missed the 1996 tour because 
he was recovering from a double fracture of the leg, beat yellow 
jersey-wearer Jan Ullrich by 46 seconds with Frenchman Richard 
virenqtie trailing in third a minute and 26 seconds behind. 

Ullrich extended his overall lead to 6m ins 22 secs over 
Virenque while Pantani is third at 8mins 24 secs. 



JOUNIEH, Lebanon (July “*8): Tunisia's Salim Arabi CL) ants 
Syria's Mohammad Zakour fight, in jcunieh, during these 
Pan-Arab Games.' 95kg category fighi. Arabi won the gold nteoal. 


Spanish Clubs 
Most 

Expensive 

Signings 

Compiled From Dixpatclte* 
MADRID — The 10 most expen- 
sive signings made by Spanish 
clubs since the end of last season 
following move of RobeSrto Rios 
to athletic Bilbao: 

Juninho - Middlesbrough to 
Atletico Madrid Si 9.5 Million 
Christian Vieri - Juventus to 
Atletico Madrid $17.5 Million 
Roberto Rios - Real Beds to 
Athletic Bilbao $13.5 Million 
Djalminha - Palmeiras to 
Deportivo $10.0 Million 

Jordi Lardin - Espanyol to 
Atletico Madrid $7.6 Million 
Marcelinho Carioca 
Corinthians to Valencia $7.5 
Million 

Liverio ‘oli’ Alvarez - Oviedo 
To Real Beds $7.3 Million 
Fernando Morientes - Real 
Zaragoza to Rea! Madrid $6.6 
Million Roy Makaay - Vitesse 
Arnhem to Tenerife $6.6 Million 

Palhinha - Cruzeiro to. Real 
Mallorca $6.6 Million 

Meanwhile, result of the 
exhibition match played in Hong 
Kong Sunday was reported as 
follows: 

South China 0 Manchester 
United I (Jonii Cruyff 76). 





(AFP PHOTO) 


BOURG D'OISANS, France — 
French star Luc Leblanc pulled 
out of th% Tour de France before 
the start of Sunday's 14th stage to 
Courchevel. 

“I halve injuries and I am not 
able to compete at ray normal 
level,” Leblanc said. “I\m not 
content to ride and perform 15 or 
20 minutes less than my best" 

The former world champion 
was in 98th place after the 13th 
stage, more than an hour behind 
leader Jan Ullrich of Germany. 

Leblanc has been plagued by 
■knee and leg injuries throughout 
his career, a result of his legs 
being of different lengths, and 
was also forced to withdraw from 
the Tour of Italy — which he had 
nominated as his major target this 
year. 

Leblanc has been suffering 
from circulation problems, caus- 
ing pain in his legs and side, since 
Monday stage, when he finished 
more than 33 minutes off the 
pace. 

Polti team rider Leblanc went 
into the tour regarded as one of 
the few French riders thought ca- 
pable of becoming the first home 
rider to win the tour since Ber- 
nard Hinault in 1985. 

He wore the yellow jersey in 
1991 when he finished fifth and 
also was 4th in 1994 and 6th last 
year — winning a stage both 
limes. 

(AFP) 
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Hungarian First Division Results 

BUDAPEST — Results of matches played in the first round of the 
Hungarian first division championship on Saturday. 

Ferencvaros 


Slofok 
Szombafhely 
Ujpest 
Gyor 

Mtk Budapest 


0 

2 

3 

2 

3 


Played on Friday: 

BVSC Budapest 2 


Vac 

Tiszakecske 

Zalaegerszeg 

Videoton 

Debrecen 


Playing Sunday: 

Diosgyor v Kispest nonved 

Playing Monday: 

Gazszer v Bekescsaba 


Playing Tuesday: 

Stadler v Vasas Bud; 




5EERU7. Lebanon 'ju!y IS): £g\'afian r, sight lifter EfltzEed as- ?&rRf 
holes ap 135 *gs to win the geld r^siiS* in Jbe ?9 1.gs competition 
gS ?he Pan-Arab Games :r. Beirut. (AFP PHOTO) 

Pedaling Around 
the World 


Iran’s Deaf Wrestling 
Team Ranks First in 
the World 

COPENHAGEN — Iranian 
wrestling team in the final stage 
of the Olympic wrestling contests 
for the deaf and hard of hearing 
stood at the first place among 13 
countries here on Saturday. 

Iran's team with five gold, two 
silver and one bronze medals and 
76 points was the leading team 
followed by Turkish and Russian 
teams standing at second and 
third places respectively. 

(IRNA) 

Iran’s National Tac 
I won Do Team Ranks 
First in Inl’l Contests 

TEHRAN — Iran’s National 
Team ranked first at an interna- 
tional Tae Kwon Do competitions 
held in Hanoi from July 16-19. 

The Iranian team bagged three 
gold and two bronze medals. 

Vietnam and South Korea 
stood after Iran, taking the second 
and third places respectively. 

(IRNA) 

:One-te^ed;Srilislii 





Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Two Mexican cy- 
clists Alejandro Gonzalez Lopez 
and Enrique Chagoya de la Pefia 
ha veunder taken the enormous 
tour named “Around the 'World 
for Life.” The purpose of this 
project is to travel 60,000 km on 
bicycle around the Globe, cross- 
ing more than 50 countries, car- 
rying a message of respect to the 
diverse cultures of the different 


countries, as well as the promo- 
tion of the sport as an instrument 
to improve the quality of life. 

The Mexican cyclist started 
their tour April. 5,97, from Mexi- 
cali, Mexjco. 

The planned date to arrive to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran is 
August 19 to Zahedan, from 
there, they will travel 312 km to 
Bam and from there to 211 km 

Bandars has. 


m * 


SYDNEY — A British runner 
who lost an arm and a leg to a land 
mine two years ago has completed 
a 200-km (124-mile) run from 
Bathurst to Sydney to raise money 
for fellow victims of the deadly 
weapons. 

Chris Moon, running with one 
artificial leg, crossed the finish 
line at an army barracks in 
inner-city Sydney dead on 
schedule with dozens of 
supporters cheering him home. 

(AFP) 
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Plavsic Kicked Out of Ruling 
Bosnian Serb Party 


BELGRADE — Bosnian Serb 
President Biljana Plavsic has been 
thrown out of ruling Serb Demo- 
cratic Party (SDS) by its hardline 
leadership, with whom she has 
been been locked in a bitter power 
struggle, the SRNA agency an- 
nounced Sunday. 

Plavsic's expulsion was voted 
by 66 members of the party's 84- 
strong leadership committee, 
which met overnight in Pale, the 
administrative center of the Re- 
publika Srpska (RS), the Bosnian 
Serb entity. 

The committee “reiterated its 
call for Mrs Plavsic to resign from 
her post as president of foe RS and 
to transfer her powers to Vice- 
President Dragoljub Mirjanic,” a 
statement said. 

“The leadership committee has 
looked at Mrs Plavsic’s position 
concerning the policy and program 
of the party," the statement added. 

* “Sixty-six of foe 84 members of 
the leadership committee were 
present at the meeting. The 6 6 
voted unanimously for the expul- 
sion of Mrs Plavsic from the 


CAIRO — The trial of an Israeli 
citizen accused of spying for his 
country in Egypt was delayed until 
August 17 afterhis lawyer suffered 
heart problems, the president of 
the high state security court said 
Sunday. 

After Saturday's hearing in 
which Farid al-Dib began a speech 
mi behalf of foe defendant, Azzam 
Azzam, the defense lawyer experi- 
enced “a heart problem," co-de- 
fense lawyer Kbaled Mohammed 
said. 

The chairman of foe judges, 
Mohamun Darwtsh. agreed to the 
lawyers' request for a delay but 
said “it was foe last time that he 
would do it.” 

Prosecutor Hisfaam Badawi ac- 
cused Dib of using “delaying tac- 
tics to prevent the court from 
rendering a verdict.” 

“This is why, since foe begin- 
ning of foe trial April 24, foe de- 
fense has asked several times and 
on various pretexts, for the trial to 
be postponed,” he said. 

In arguments Saturday, Dib 
charged that Egyptian officials 
“staged the (espionage) affair then 
used foe Egyptian media campaign 


SANAA — Yemeni President Ali 
Abdallah Saleh on Saturday re- 
ceived Saudi Interior Minister 
Nayef ibn Abdel Aziz, here on his 
second visit in a month to try to 
resolve border problems poisoning 
bilateral relations. 

Prince Nayef gave Saleh a mes- 
sage from Saudi King Fahd on the 
border question and "ways of ar- 
riving at an equitable and satisfac- 
tory solution," a Yemeni official 
said. 

The two men also discussed 
“matters of mutual interest, ways 

of strengthening bilateral relations 
and Palestinian developments in 
light of foe obstinate Israeli posi- 
tion on foe peace process,” foe 


SDS.” 

Plavsic has dashed with Serb 
hardliners since trying to sack foe 
Bosnian Serb interior minister ear- 
lier this month whom she accused 
of corruption. 

Her opponents are also angered 
by her apparent willingness to im- 
plement foe 1995 Dayton peace 
accords which ended Bosnia's 43- 
month war and thwarted the Bos- 
nian Serb goal of dividing the state 
into ethnically pure areas. 

Plavsic said in an interview to 
be published in foe German maga- 
zine Der Spiegel on Monday that 
she plans to have former Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic arrested 
on charges of embezzlement. She 
will not however hand him over to 
foe UN war crimes tribunal, she 
said. 

The president of foe Serb-run 
part of Bosnia told foe magazine 
that “Karadzic and his friends" 
were responsible for massive cor- 
ruption and profiteering through- 
out the 1992-95 Bosnian war. 

Plavsic said her one-time politi- 


hostile to Azzam Azzam to halt 
normalization with Israel after 
Benjamin Netanyahu came to 
power." 

Dib also said that foe Israeli 
Dnrae community, of which Az- 
zam is a member, “are incapable 
of indulging in espionage against 
Egypt because over foe centuries, 
they supported foe Arabs against 
foeir enemies." 

(AtT) 

Iran Joins fnt’l 
Convention on 
Oil Pollution 

TEHRAN — Iranian Majlis here 
on Sunday sanctioned a law on the 
Islamic Republic of Iran’s mem- 
bership to the International Con- 
vention for foe Campaign Against 
Oil Pollution. 

Islamic Iran is expected to co- 
operate closely with other mem- 
bers oT the international 
convention to reduce the possibil- 
ity of pollution in oil sector. 

(IRNA) 


official said. 

A Yemeni official was quoted 
earlier by the official news agency 
Saba as saying he hoped the 
prince's visit “results in a quick 
and definitive settlement of foe 
joint border problem which is ac- 
ceptable to both sides and strength- 
ens stability in the area.” 

The two countries signed an 
agreement in 1995 under which 
Yemen gave up its claims to foe 
three border provinces of Najran, 
Assir and Jizan, yielded to its 
neighbor in 1934. 

Yemen and Saudi Arabia then 
committed themselves to normal- 
izing relations, which deteriorated 
during foe 1990-1991* (APP) 


cal ally was providing “political 
protection” to “dozens of compa- 
nies” who do not declare duties on 
goods coming in from neighboring 
countries - principally Serbia. 

(APT) 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 

HUNDREDS... 

around the city sent a barrage of 
exploding canon shells and heavy 
and light machine gunfire as at 
least one jet roared overhead. 

Civilians in fear of bombs and 
ground fire remained in their 
homes for the duration of foe at- 
tack. 

Several Talehan fighters were 
seen firing Kalashnikov rounds 
and shoulder-held rocket propelled 
grenades at the sky, apparently in 
frustration at the continuing at- 
tacks. 

(Contd From Pg. 3) 

SAUDI... 

The new site also contains foe 
kingdom's first center for foe con- 
trol and maintenance of ammuni- 
tion. 

Prince Sultan said the new cen- 
ter meant Saudi Arabia no longer 
had to send its military equipment 
abroad for upkeep “which will 
save time and money." 

The defense minister also in- 
spected foe air base at Al-Kharj 
and laid foe first stone of a new 
housing complex to be built there 
at a cost of two billion dollars. 

The base will be foe biggest in 
foe kingdom once foe complex is 
completed in five years, he said. 

American, French and British 
airmen patrolling an air exclusion 
zone over southern Iraq moved to 
Al-Kharj base for greater security 
after a massive truck bombing of a 
base near the eastern city of Dha- 
hran in June 1996 that left 19 U.S. 
airmen dead. 

(AFP} 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

ISRAELI... 

He is expected to meet Levy 
again on the sidelines of the EU 
meeting Tuesday and Wednesday. - 
The Palestinians broke off ne- 
gotiations with Israel in mid- 
March after it began work on a new 

Jewish bousing project on foe edge 
of disputed East Bait-ul-Moqad- 
das. 

The EU invited Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat to come to 
Brussels for talks with Levy, but 
Arafat has not yet responded to the 
invitation. 

(APT) 

(Contd From Pg. 3) 

AYATOLLAH... 

Khamenei's representative 
Hojjatoleslam Mohammadi 
Golpayegani. President 
Rafsanjani’s envoy, members of 
the Instructors' Society of Qom 
Theological School, several 
members of the Assembly of 
Experts and of Majlis as well as 
a number of political and military 
officials were present at the 
ceremony. 

During (he 1980-88 Iraqi 
imposed war. Ayatollah 


Bahaoddini had gone to various 
battiefronts several times to boost 
the morale of Iranian combatants, 
despite his old age. 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

MPS... 

In a strongly-worded letter, the 
MPs warned that they would raise 
foe issue at the formal session of 
foe Majlis if the interior minister's 
explanation would not convince 

(hem. 

According to the constitution 
foe interior minister is responsible 
for internal security of foe Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

(IRNA) 

(Contd From Pg. 2) 

EXPERTS... 

cieties. 

She said that many posts bad 
been offered to women in Iran 
over recent decades based on 
foeir expertise, interest and com- 
patibility. However, one should 
see the key to women's success in 
strengthening their self-confi- 
dence, she added. 

Director general of Women’s 
Affairs Department at Interior 
Ministry Tahereh Mousavi Ser- 
esht said for her part that in spite 
of certain restrictions, women 
had been more successful than 
men in many fields over recent 
years due to their patience and 
assumed a vital role in country's 
administrative and executive sys- 
tems. 

Director General of Planning 
Department at Tehran's Gover- 
norate Hadi Ma’soumi told IRNA 
that thanks to certain scenes of 
competition set open for women 
with respect to their high inclina- 
tion towards education, they 
managed to take positive steps in 
regaining foeir real status after 
the victory of the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution. 

Meanwhile, an education ex- 
pert at Tehran's Govemorate 
Maryan Sharif Azadeb said that * 
certain officials and people did 
not still believe in women’s in- 
volvement in certain social activi- 
ties. 

Sharif Azadeh, who had once 
been governor of Zabol, Sistan- 
Balucfaestan Province, called on 
women to intensify foeir efforts 
in order to prove their compe- 
tency in handling certain jobs, 
which seemed to be tough and 
solely being done by men and on 
officials in charge of planning to 
pave the ground for women's so- 
cial acceptability. 

(Contd from Pg.12) 

MOSCOW... 

formerly the massive Rossiya 
Movie Theater. 

Jacqueline bisset, Catherine 
Deneuve, Brigitte Nielsen and 
Albert Brooks are also expected to 
make appearances at the 20th 
festival, which has stirred 
controversy for its 
30-billion-ruble ($6 million) tab at 
a time of continuing economic 
crisis. The Moscow city 
government is footing most of the 
bill. 

Festival officials dismiss such 
criticism, saying it's no reason to 
abandon cultural funding or give 
up on something that could boost 
the struggling Russian Film 
industry. 

"By that reasoning, we should 
close down ail the museums and 
art galleries in foe country and buy 
German sausage for the masses 
instead,” Renat Davlyetyarov. 
associate director of the festival. 


Zionist Spy Trial in Egypt 
Postponed by Illness 


Saudi Minister in 
Yemen tor Border Talks 


JHY2 1, 1397 



told foe Moscow Times earlier in 
the week. 

"For the 10 days that the 
festival runs, the film world will 
be centered on Russia, ’* he said. 
"Foreign producers will see for 
themselves foe dire straits we have 
fallen into.” 

President Boris Yeltsin seems 
to agree. In a message of greetings 
read at the festival's opening, be 
said cinematography "is an 
important part of Russian culture 
and the state will do its best for its 
development. ” 

Only one of foe 48 films being 
shown during foe festival is from 
Russia: Alexander Sokurov's 
“ Mother mid Soil ” 

Among the others are 
* ‘ Trainspotting , ” * 1 Marvin ’s 
Room,” " Cannes Man,” “The 
Learning Circle” and “ Children 
of the Revolution. '* Twenty 
countries will be represented. 

The festival has been held in 
alternate years since the 1950s. 

(AT) 

(Contd From Pg. 12) 

FILM... 

because we do not want to disap- 
point people like Cannes did,” he 
said. 

Most critics felt this year's 
Cannes Film Festival was more 
notable for its celebrities than for 
its movies. 

After reporters insisted on 
knowing which stars could be ex- 
pected in Venice this year, 
Laudadio replied: “The Venice 
Festival is not organized for pho- 
tographers to get good snap- 
shots.” 

The few star-filled productions 
are Woody Allen's "De con- 
structing Harry” with Demi 
Moore, Robin Williams and the 
director himself; Mike Figgis’ 

* ‘One Night Stand” with Nastassja 
Kinski and Wesley Snipes, and 
Alan Rickman's "The Winter 
Guest” with Emma Thompson 
and her theater-actress mother 
Phyllida Law, 

The Allen film, which opens 
foe festival, isn't in competition, 
while the other two are among 18 
films vying for die Golden Lion 
award. 


mission originally scheduled for f 

lamvch with tire new crew on Aug. 

5. 

Solovyov explained that the 
French experiments would Cake [ 

more time and energy than foe 
hobbled station can provide until it 
regains full power. j 

Mir commander Vasily I 

TsiHiyev, meanwhile, was do to 
undergo an medical exa mi nation, 
including an electrocardiogram to 
determine if his heartbeat is hack 
to normal, the ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported. Tsibtiyev has 
been tin sedatives and heart 
medication since reporting an 
uneven heartbeat 

On an official rest day 
Saturday, the crew continued to 
fix foe damage from a massive 
power blackout that occurred 
Thursday when someone in the 
tired crew pulled the wrong plug, aj* 
causing a vital computer to crash. 

They reengaged the station's 
gyroscope system, allowing foe 
handicapped station to regain its 
precise orientation toward the sun 
and conserve precious fuel 
supplies. 

Solovyov said the tricky repair 
job might pile too much extra 
stress on a crew already worn 
down by the Mir's series of 
misfortunes, which include a fire, 
oxygen system breakdown, 
cooling system leaks and the June 
25 cargo ship collision. 

“The fatigued crew at the Mir 
station should probably not go into - 

the depressurized Spektr 
module,” he said. 

Whenever the complex repairs 
are carried out, a cosmonaut will 
have to don a spacesuit to venture 
into the sealed Spektr. Using 
special flexible gloves, he will 
have to painstakingly reattach - 

power cables to the module's three 
working solar panels. 

The station's next crew, 
Anatoly Solovyev and Pavel 
Vinogradov, has been practicing u. 

die repair in an underwater tank at 
Russia's Cosmonaut Training 
Center outside Moscow. -r, 

UP) 

(Contd from Pg. 10). 
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The festival will be dedicated to 
Marcello Mastroiarmi, the Italian 
film star who died earlier this 
year. A four-hour documentary, 
"Marcello Mastroianni: I Remem- 
ber, Yes / Remember”; produced 

by his companion, Anna Maria 
Tato, will be shown. 

The festival will honor director 
Stanley Kubrick for his career's 
work. 

Films in competition include 
two films on Europe’s armed sepa- 
ratist groups — Spaniard Daniel 
Calparsoro's **A Ciegas ** 
(Blindly), about the Basque or- 
ganization ETA, and "The In- 


Saving Turtle Lifelong 
Mission for CoDserrafonst 
When die visitor hands over a 
500 rupee ($8) contribution to foe 
hatchery, he beams with delight. 

“That is good. Wife that money 
we can now buy 250 eggs from foe 
fishermen. You are- a daddy 250 
times over,” he said. 

Saving the turtle- for posterity 
has been a lifelong mission for 
Chandrasiri but his largesse 
towards nature does not stop there. 

He once helped to hatch a litter 
of 10 baby pythons and proudly 
shows off photographs of the- 
writhing mass at his bouse. 



formant, ”a work by Irish director 
Jim McBride about foe Irish Re- 
publican Army. 

Hong Kong-born Wayne 
Wang’s “ Chinese Bax ” Japan’s 
Takeshi Kitano's "Hana-Bi” and 
China’s Zhang Yimou’s ” Keep 
Cool, ” reflecting growing interest 
of Europeans for films by or about 
Asians, were chosen for the 
lineup. 

The jury will be headed by Aus- 
trialian film director Jane Cam- 
pion. 

(AP) 

(Contd from Pg. 10) 


will have to p 


But then he shamefacedly 
admits: “My wife was nor at all 
pleased, I had to go and release 
them in foe jungle," 

Turtle Man Never Tires of 

Sunset Ritual 

Chandrasiri never tires of foe 
sunset ritual of scooping up the 
squirming baby turtles in his net 
and heading down to foe beach as 
the fight gently fades across foe 
Indian Ocean. 



You can hear foe thunderous 
roar of the waves crashing agpmst 
the coral reef out to sea. The beach 
is enveloped in a thin mist of 
spray. Hie waves pound down, on 
the shore. 

Over goes the net on foe sand, 
out roll the tiny turtles sod finally 
begins foe incredible journey on a 
life than can last up to 200 years, 

' (Reuter) 
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Condition of World Him Minorities 


LEGAL MEANS 


MOHAMMWJA VAD ZARIF 
He furttef taid, ‘Thft.fcrf 
group of Mtistim minorities is 
made up oftitouative reskkjateaf 
some countries, who, or wbosd fe- 
thers or ancestors, have converted 
to Islam. These Muslim minorities 
are present iitboih Western and 
non-Western countries.” 

The deputy foreign minister 
also considered the dispersion of 
the Muslim minorities in the non- 
Islamic countries as very exten- 
sive, saying that almost in aQ coun- 
tries in the world there are Muslim 
minorities. 

“In the United States, die Mus- 
lim minority has a population 
somewhere between six to eight 
million. In India, 22 percent of the 
950-million Indian population are 
Muslims, around 200 million. 
Considering that Indonesia has the 
greatest Muslim population among 
the QIC members, nearly 180 mil- 
lion, we come to know that the 
greatest Muslim population in the 
world is present in India, a non-Is- 
lamic country," Zarif stated. 

He added that some countries, 
however, are not willing to reveal 
die exact population of their mi- 
norities, especially their Muslim 
minorities, due to some political 
reasons. Thus, the statistics given 
by them are not very reliable, he 
stressed. 

Mehrpour, expounding why 
Muslim minorities in the world are 
deprived of their fundamental 
rights, said that some measures 
taken by the Western countries in- 
dicate (hat they are deeply con- 
cerned about the spread of Islam 
and intend to somehow contain it. 

He added that the Western 
countries' concern about the diffu- 
sion of Islam has been intensified 
during the recent decades, espe- 
cially after the victory of the Is- 
lamic Revolution in Iran. Thus, he 
noted, in order to check the Islamic 
diffusion, they are discriminating 
against the Muslims. 


"However, as the Western 
countries call themselves the 
standard-bearers for human rights 
and make lots of propaganda in this ^ 
regard,- their religious discrimina- 
tion against the Muslim minorities 
is coyert and concealed,** 
Mehrpour noted. 

The head of the CSS further 
said that the countries in the West - 
use laichan as a tool for encroach- 
ing on the rights of (he Muslim 
minorities. 

"Although the Constitutions of 
countries with secular systems like 
France emphasize the respect for. 
die beliefs and basic rights of all 
individuals regardless of their re- 
ligion, those countries in practice 
restrict Muslims* freedom of relig- 
ion and take discriminatory meas- 
ures against diem in the name of 
laicism," Mehrpour pointed out. 

He stressed that to vindicate and 
restore the rights of die M uslim 
minorities in other countries, legal 
channels should be applied. 

On the spread of Islam and con- 
version to this religion among 
other nations, Zarif said that the 
highest rate of con version to divine 
religions belongs to Islam, adding 
that the growing number of Mus- 
lims in the world is the main cause 
of concern for the Westerners. 

“That is why the Western coun- 
tries, through raising issues like 
secularism, friction between cul- 
tures, the new threat of Islam, ter- 
rorism and the like, are trying to 
restrict die religious freedom and 
infringe the rights of their Muslim 
minorities. Such restrictions and 
infringements have doubled the 
problems facing the Muslim mi- 
norities in the world,” he added. 

The deputy foreign minister 
further said that die West is also 
launching the disinformation and 
smear campaign against the Mus- 
lims, in general, and new converts 
to Islam, in particular. 

"If something unpleasant takes 
place somewhere in the world, 
they promptly attribute it to Mus- 
lims. However, later it is proven 
that the allegations against Mus- 
lims have been baseless," he 
noted. 

Concerning the problems fac- 
ing the ethnic and emigrant Mus- 


lim minorities, Zarif said that in 
most of the Western countries, 
there is a feeling of hatred against 


_to 

described as Xenophobias Sfaeh 
feeling is now aggravated byatitt- 
Islam propaganda and is p artte pt- 
larly directed at 
minorities, he added. 

The Foreign Ministry's 
official also said that in somercBtal- 



miUkm Muslims, their population . 
being much greater than that of the 
Jewish ethnic group, which is 
nearly ''three and a half million. 
However, the Mmdnris bfive no 
representatives neither in the Con- 
gress-aior in the ’Senate,” he' 
pomfeipiit. _ iir 

Tip deputy minister went on to 
coun- 



tries, Muslims are not considered 
as. minorities for political reasons. 

"If those countries recognize 
Muslims as minorities, then they 
should grant them specific rights. 
Thus, to evade this, the Western 
countries claim that they have no 
religious minorities. They argue 
that such minorities exist when 
there is an official religion in the 
country and because their systems 
are founded on laic ism, there is no 
official religion and, as a result, 
there are no religious minorities to 
be granted specific rights,” he 
added. 

"Consequently, the Muslims 
are deprived of their fundamental 
rights. For instance, in the United 
States, there are some six to eight 


cealed religious discrimination, 
which affects their social lives and 
economic and political activities, 
adding that they are also facing 
obstacles in die way of practicing 
their religion and sealing their fete. 

Mehrpour, referring to the 
ways of removing such barriers 
and restoring die rights of Muslim 
minorities in the world, said, "I 
believe, in order to prevent such 
discrimination against the Muslihi 
minorities in other countries, we 
should apply legal channels recog- 
nized by the international commu- 
nity. The UN Charter, the UN 
Declaration of Human Rights and 
other human rights conventions all 
emphasize the fundamental and 
natural rights of human beings and 


' impartial treatment of racial, rdig- 

- ious and ethnic minorities. These 
are the legal means which should 

' be applied by the Muslim manori- 
.•jies.’* 

• ; v The secretary of the SNSC’s 
Jegal committee further noted that 

- the Westerners do not openly en- 
' gage in religious discrimination 
.V against Muslims, but try to tahtish 

- their image so that their interna- 

* tional status would be damaged. 

“Islam is the standard-bearer 

* for justice and human rights, but 
the Western media in their smear 

. campaign against Muslims allege 

- that, if in a country an Islamic 
government comes to power, it 
will restrict the liberty and violate 
the rights of its citizens,” he noted. 

Mehrpour further said, “The 
Muslims approve of religious tol- 
erance, believing that it wOl lead 
to peaceful coexistence among fol- 
lowers ofdifferent religions. How- 
ever, some countries in the world 
claiming to be staunch advocates 
of religious tolerance are in fact in 
favor of religious remissness and 
laxity. Thus, if someone offends 
the sensibilities ofthe Muslims and 
they object to it, those countries 
charge die Muslims with violating ' 

the human rights!" 

Zarif, commenting on the relig- 
ious tolerance, said dial last year 
was called die Year of Religious 
Tolerance, but the Westerners 
construed tolerance as having no 
faith, which is the opposite of 'the 
intended meaning. 

On the religious freedom, he 
noted, Article 19 of the UN Dec- 
laration of Human Rights recog- 
nizes the freedom to practice 
religion, either individually or col- 
lectively, as among the fundamen- 
tal human rights. Therefore, if 
some countries try to restrict this 
freedom based on secularism, their 
action is indeeds violation of die 
human rights." 

He added, “It was the Third 
World which took the initiative in 
vindicating the human rights disre- 
garded by Israel and South Africa 
- under apartheid. Today, it is also 
up to the Third World and Islamic 
countries to be m ore assertive and 
take the initiative in this regard. 
The Islamic countries have actu- 
ally deprived themselves ofthe m- 



HOSSEIN 
tennrtranally 
means?*?' defend 
fundamental rights 
minorities.” 

Ttedeputy foreig&ntaister re- 
iterated that if the Isfaaiiccouniries 
use the OIC effectively: ami also 
apply ttie international means to 
woo die world public oputiou, they 
can greatly help to restore the 
rights of die Muslim rmnorities- 
He added that the Islamic non- 
governmental institutions for fan- 
man rights, which are presently 
- few in n limber, can have a crucial 
role in vindicating die rights of die 

Muslim minorities. 

"Moreover, if the International 

Islamic Human Rights Commis- 
sion is formed, it can also take 
positive steps towards improving 
the condition of Jhe Muslim mi- 
norities and defending their 
rights," he pointed out 

The participants in die round 
table also touched on the Islamic 
Human Rights Declaration, issued 
in Cairo on Aug. 6, 1990. 

Mehrpour said that, althongh 
this declaration underscores many, 
significant aspects of human 
rights, itspresentfonnisnotopti- 
mal and it should be given a rather 
•more legal structure. . 

Zarif also caUedon the Isbuuic 
countries to explore die fundamen- 
tal human rights highlighted fay 
Islam. He said that approving die 
Cairo declaration by the Identic 
countries was a right ’measure, but 
die declaration, in its present form, 
cannot portray a clou: picture of 
fuzman rights in Island 

"The declaration was meant as 
a prelude to an Islamic Human 
Rights Convention, which should 
have a more legal text and struc- 
ture," he noted. 

The deputy foreign minister 
further considered the formation of 
the Islamic Homan Rights Conven- 
tion as a necessity and a positive 
step towards restoring fiw rights of 
die Muslims. 


PHNOM PENH— Teenage “Boy 
Sokiigrs" with no military training 
are being sent into battle With 
forces loyal to Cambodia’s 
feuding co-prime ministers, 
diplomats and human rights 
officials say. 

Australian defense attache 
David Mead, in an unprecedented 
public appeal for a halt to the 
violence, also warned that at least 
250,000 gun-toting fighters were 
“out of control” of any command 
in the arms-flooded country, 
threatening the prospect of peace 
here. 

Colonel Mead, who has 
travelled extensively across 
conflict-wracked Cambodia in his 
three years as military attache in 
Phnom Penh, said he “was sick" 
of seeing the devastating toll years 
of fighting was taking on the 
war-weary population. 

"There are boy soldiers out 
there, 1 saw boys who are soldiers 
an the battlefield in hospital," he 
said after interviewing at least one 
15-year-old and several other 
minors wounded this week in 
clashes in northern Cambodia. 

“This sort of thing should not 
happen," he told reporters at a 


“Boy Soldiers” in Clashes in Arras-Saturated Cambodia 


special weekend briefing. 

He said he had asked the army's 
deputy chief of staff to investigate 
tibe use of minors and revealed that 
the senior commander had 
subsequently agreed to withdraw 
them. But the problem still persists 
among other factions. 

“It’s not even in their interest 
to have untrained teenagers 
fighting for them — they're not 
even soldiers, they're civilians 
with a gun and a uniform," he 
said. 

Mead, who this week visited 
the front lines between the 
Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) 
troops of powerful second premier 
Hun Sen and those of his rival, 
ousted co-premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, said there 
were "a number" of youths aged 
between 15 and 17 in combat. 

On the frontlines in northern 
Cambodia last week, several 
patently young teenagers wearing 
combat uniforms and carrying 
machine guns almost as tall as 
themselves were seen moving to 


the battle zone. They insisted they 
were 18. 

Other Western diplomats and 
aid workers also expressed 
concern over the phenomenon, but 
no estimates of the numbers of boy 
soldiers was available. 

"We are aware of young people 
being recruited as soldiers," said 
Friedrun Medaert, head of the 
International Committee of the 


Red Cross here said. 

"1 can’t say whether its a big 
problem because I haven't seen 
them myself, but even one boy 
soldier is too many," she added. 
Medaert said using children under 
the age of 15 in combat 
contravened protocols to the 
Geneva Convention. 

She added that although 
Cambodia had not signed the 


Dispute Continues Over Vote 
in Mexico’s Campeche 


e xico CITY— An opposition 
ly on Thursday attacked the 
eminent over election results 
in the southern Mexican stale ^of 
Campeche, saying the vote was 
full of irregularities. 

The left-wing party of the 
democratic revolution (PRD) said 
the July 6 election for governor 
was held "without legality" and 
that local election authorities had 
favoured the ruling party. 

The long-ruling institutional 


revolutionary party (PRJ) lost its 
absolute majority in the lower 
house of congress in the elections, 
as well as the mayoralty of Mexico 
City and two state governorships. 

But it appears to have kept 
Campeche, an oil-producing state 
on the Gulf of Mexico. 

PRD candidate Layda Sansores 
has said she was cheated of victory 
and organized protests in the state] 
since the vote. 

(tt mUmr) 


protocols, "It was accepted world 
practice not to use children in 
combat*’ or in active positions if 
they were under 18. 

A human rights worker who 
visited a CPP prisoner of war 
camp near Phnom Penh sa id “at 
least 10 of the 150 prisoners were 
minors. There is no doubt that 
there are children pressed into 
service on bo to sides." 

Mead said many youngsters' 
were pulled in to bolster numbers 
of fighters and given no training at 
alL 

The two sides have been locked 
in 12 days of sporadic dashes in 
northern Cambodia, a conflict 
which erupted after street battles 
in Phnom Penh on July 5 and 6 saw 
the effective ouster of Prince 
Ranariddh by Him Sen. 

The CPP routed die prince’s 
royalist Funcinpec troops from 
.Stem Reap, forcing them to retreat 
more than 60 kilometers (36 miles) 
northwest towards the Thai 
bonier. 

On Friday, beleaguered 


Funcinpec suffered another 
decisive deteat with the loss of 
tbeir last major base at Samrong to 
CPP troops, with oofy the most 
cursory of fights. 

Funcinpec has offered little 
resistance and most dashes in the 
north have been; "indirect,** 

. limited to die use of fong^raqge 
heavy weapons. Mead said. 

Mead warned (fast Cambodia’s 
long history of conflict and 
violence appeared to be far from 
over as the country was saturated 
with sons,, many of diem in the 
hands of unpredictable 

individuals. 

He estimated there were at least 
.500,000 small arms in die country ' 
— a ratio ofpoe weapon for every 
five male aihilts in tte strife-torn, 
nation. 

"I believe that at least 250,000 
of these weapons are in the control 
pf tta military ud utilities and are . 
under somebody’s command,'" he 
said. "I suggest that 250.000 are 
therefore out- "of control.*’. 

"We haye- a problem here. 
Unless somebody takes control of 
the weapons in this society, bow 
can dug c ountry come out ofthe 
turmoil?" fie asfted. fUG) 
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Jflfter <JMass ^Weddings ... tJWass r Divorce 

CAIRO — A Cairo court granted ike divorce 2a one sitting of 10 
young Egyptian women who had been married off to rich Persian 
Guff Arabs and then abandoned, the government daily Al-Akhbar 
reported Sunday. 

The Persian Guff Arabs married the young girls during holidays 
to Egypt before they returned to their countries and were not heard 
from again, the newspaper said. 

The judge at the Cairo civil court stud the 10 husbands had not 
responded to the tribunal's notice of the divorce hearings . 
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JJffipio tJMrn Sets r Dmi$ikr ott^Jrire 

CEBU — A Filipino man doused his daugfiter with kerosene and 
set her on fire here after she arrived home late. 

Neighbors who heard the 15-year-old girt’s screams rushed her 
to a hospital in this central Philippine city before dawn Saturday 
and doctors were' treating her for third-degree bums. 

He reportedly took aeon of kerosene, poured it over his daughter 
and set her on fire. The girl; her clothes ablaze, ran out of the house 
screaming in pain and lay writhing on the ground before neighbors 
came to the rescue. 


Hundreds Evacuated as Torrential IRA Truce Starts in n. I reland, nnisinp 


Rain lashes Europe 


WARSAW — Hundreds of people 
were evacuated from towns in Po- 
land and the Czech Republic over- 
night as rivers burst their banks 
following torrential rain in the 
area, local authorities said Sunday. 

In southwest Poland, more than 
1,600 people were evacuated over- 
night on Saturday while dozens 
waited Sunday morning on their 
roofs to be rescued by military 
helicopter. 

Across the border the Czech 
Republic a similar operation was 
carried out to evacuate hundreds of 
people from their homes in the 
north of the country while in the 
east along the River Oder, a local 
state of emergency was declared. 

Damage running into millions 
of dollars has also been caused by 
the heavy rainfall which Sunday 
was also causing problems in Ger- 


many; Austria arid Italy. 

In eastern Germany, the River 
Oder broke through river defenses 
in several places, prompting a state 
of emergency though authorities 
said the river had stopped rising 
Sunday. 

With urgent repairs needed 
where the waters bad broken 
through, officials said the situation 
remained worrying. The main con- 
cern was for the 167 kilometers 
(100 miles) of dyke that has had to 
hold hack the massive water pres- 
sure for the past few days, and 
which have been weakened by 
heavy rains. 

In northern Italy on Sunday 
morning 40 people were injured, 
two of them seriously, when a vio- 
lent tornado swept through the 
beach resort of Bibione, near to the 
historic city of Venice. (AFP) 



30 Killed in Stepped-Up Violence in Kashmir 

NEW DELHI — At least 30 people were failed in renewed separatist 
violence overnight in the troubled Indian state of Kashmir, PTJ reported 
Sunday. Twenty-two MusEm separatists and five Indian soldiers were 
among those killed in separate dashes since Saturday night 

Turk Leaves Wife in Italian Lay-By 

BOLZANO , Italy — A Turkish man driving from Belgium to his 
homeland accidentally left his wife behind at an Italian motorway 
service station, and drove 250 kilometers (130 miles) before noticing 
she was missing, police here said Sunday. 

Killing of “Witches” on Rise in India 

NEW DELHI — As many as 12 women have been killed this year 
after being branded as witches in an eastern Indian district, UNI 
reported Sunday. The latest killing occurred last week in tribal-domi- 
nated Purutia District where two widows accused of practicing 
witchcraft were hacked to pieces by relatives and then thrown on 
burning stakes. 

Mitfia “Godmother” Arrested In Palermo 

PALERMO, Sicily — Police arrested a woman leader of one of the 
most dangerous clans of the Sicilian Mafia. The arrest Saturday of 
Giuseppina Sansoae, 43, marks a turning point in the history of the 
Cosa Nostra which previously refused to admit women. 

Bangladeshi Arrested for ‘Musical’ Trespassing 

ABU DHABI — A Bangladeshi man arrested in the United Arab 
Emirates (UA E) for trespassing told police he did so because he loved 
music. 

Police Fire on Mob al Burmese Refugee Camp 

CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh — At least 10 people were injured 
Sunday when police fired shots and teargas on a mob who tried to 
prevent a scheduled repatriation of Burmese Muslim refugees. 

Charles Gives Camilla 100,000 Pound Bracelet 

LONDON — Prince Charles has given Camilla Parker Bowies a 
100, 000 pound ($1 70, 000) diamond bracelet on her 50th birthday , a 
leading tabloid reported. 

Planes Collide Over Luke Michigan 

CHICAGO — Two private planes collided over Lake Michigan and 
fell into the water about 300 yards off shore on Saturday , three bodies i 
were recovered about an hour biter. 

62 Deaf-Mute Mexicans Saved From Virtual Slavery 

NEW YORK — Police here discovered two apartments where 62 
deaf-mute undocumented Mexican migrants were living, forced to 
work against their will in virtual slavery to pay off their smugglers. 

Yemen’s Ruling Pmly Boycotts Parliament Session 

SAN’A — Yemen *s ruling political party boycotted a parliamentary 
session on Sunday in protest against the assembly speaker's call for 
a debate on recent price rises. 


Arms Row Continues 


BELFAST — An IRA cease-fire 
in its war against Britain took ef- 
fect at midday Sunday, overshad- 
owed by threats from pro-British 
unionists to boycott talks which the 
nationalist guerrillas' spokesmen 
are now on track to join. 

The IRA truce, announced on 
Saturday, formally halted a 28- 
year war against British rule of 
Northern Ireland and will allow its 
Sinn Fein political wing to take 
part in the talks id six weeks if the 
cease-fire is deemed genuine by 
Britain. 

But unionists, who want North- 
ern Ireland to stay British, threat- 
ened to walk out of the year-long 
negotiations in a row over ground 
rules which will allow Sinn Fein to 
take part without the IRA surren- 
dering a single bullet first 

Hie leader of the mainstream 
Ulster Unionist Party (UUP), 
David Trimble, kept silent ahead 
of a meeting with British Prime 
















BELFAST, Northern Ireland (July 19): Six-year-old Conor 
McKeown attends the Sinn Fein rally at the Anderssinstown 
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Road in Belfast 
Minister Tony Blair on Monday 
which could determine whether his 
party, the province's biggest, stays 
at the negotiations. “We will be 


Vietnam Reports High Turnout 
in Assembly Elections 


HANOI — Vietnam announced 
success Sunday in nationwide polls 
for a new National Assembly,' re- 
porting turnout levels at 100 per- 
cent in many areas hours before 
voting closed. 


election in Vietnam — a commu- 
nist state where only one party is 
permitted by law — little was be- 
ing left to chance. 

Hanoi residents woke to the 
sound of stirring music from the 
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The official Vietnam news 
agency said some districts bad 
achieved 100 percent turnout 
shortly after 07.00 a.m. local time, 
meaning that many polling stations 
could close hours ahead of time. 

Election officials said foil re- 
sults were not expected to be 
known before Wednesday. Local 
police in Hanoi, Hue and Ho Chi 
Minh City said die day had passed 
without incident 

Sunday's polls were for an en- 
larged 450-seat Parliament, an in- 
crease of 55 seats from the current 
legislature. But as usual for an 




city-wide megaphone network and 
messages instructing people on 
how to fulfil their civic duties. 

Outside the city's 1 ,540 polling 
stations, middle-aged women in 
traditional silk' dress encouraged 
passers-by to participate in the of- 
ficial atmosphere of festivity. 

All 663 candidates were offi- 
cially approved. Most were mem- 
bers of die ruling Communist 
Party, and 202 were women — 
complying accurately with state di- 
rectives aimed at ensuring they oc- 
cupy around 30 percent of 
parliamentary seats. (AFP) 


7all Us: 


Express Door-Io-Daor Tehran 835394, 8830426/7 
Service USA; 310-441-9998 

-Documents & Samples USA; 800-9 GLOBEX 

-Medication Service . ■■,■■■■ 

-Inbound & Outbound Service NEWi 

-Pick up from anywhere in the world EXPRESS FLOWER SERVICE 
Esp. U.SJV. & CANADA to/ from u.sj*. a Canada 


(AFP PHOTO) 

going (to see Blair) with an open 
mind. We will be fearful of the-- 
outcome nonetheless," the UUP's 
security spokesman Ken Magimus 
told reporters. 

But he could not conceal bis 
anger at Anglo-Irish proposals that 
will relegate the surrender of arms 
held, by the IRA and its Protestant 
loyalist foes to a sub-committee of 
the negotiations alongside a search 
for a political sett l emen t . 

Adams says that the legal party 
which he leads is separate from tfie ' 
IRA. 

A 17-year-old catholic was shot 
in both legs in an IRA-style "pun- 
ishment shooting" on Saturday, 24 
hours before die guerrillas - truce 
tooks effect, police said. (R**i*ri 

Slow Starr to Mali 
Poll After Violence 

BAMAKO — - Mali, a star of Af- 
rica's democracy movement in the 
1990s, held a rerun of a scrapped 
April parliamentary elect! cm on 
Sunday wife the radical opposition 
boycotting the poll and th reatening 
to disrupt it. 

Witnesses said that early turn- 
out was low after opposition activ- 
ists ransacked and set fire to the 
national headquarters of the west 
African nation's ruling Adetna Al- 
liance and a town hall in the capital 
Bamako Saturday nigte. 
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COLOMBO — Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas Stocky shot dead a Muslim 
legislator aiul five other ^people in 
sr daring attack and dealt a double 
blow to Sri Lanka’s political re- 
forms aimed at ending ethnic 
1>loodsbed, officials said. 

Gunmen of the separatist Lib- 
- erationTigere of Tamil Eelam i 
(LTTE) ambushed a four-wheel 
drive vehicle carrying opposition 
-United National Party (UNP) MP, i 
Mohammed Mahaioof, 58, in the ; 
northeastern district of Trinco 
malee. . } 

Police said Tiger gunmen first} 
opened fire at Maharoofs drivers 
and then sprayed bullets at other! 
passengers, including a principal \ 
of a Muslim college in the area, £ 
after the vehicle came to a'halt on \ 
the main highway. j 

■ Tension mounted in the coastal j 
region following the lolling and die * 
Muslim cleric immediately issued 
an impassioned appeal for calm, 
local officials said as police 
stepped up security in the trin^rJ *1 
make town. (aI., I 
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r|l£ ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE 
MODARRES A AFRICA JUNCTION 

TEL: 2049292 (45 Lines) 



Super Lux A 


/I «j5t d a S S £ y 
<?»«/ & Jnrf Jl r> ISO 

sq.rrtj 3 bedrs } Jwm & 
unfum 3 3 American 
Stnd baths, Jacuzzi in 
the master bat hr o o m ij 
indoor pool and 
sauna t unbelievable. 

JVSr. Schrab 
TeS &. Fa sc: 2C-3S57S 


Sales S£ Rentals 

Residential & Commercial Properly 
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with our experience 
IN REAL ESTATE, VOU 
WILL BE SURE TO FIND 
THE BEST. 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world's favourite airline 


Vnll-iw Art OffttSie Pvk HcUH, SojEh St., Mo. 1 Ssjsh BaDdlng 

Tel: 264 4552 Fax: 204 0927 
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The 850 Housing Agency 
8 74 74 74 - 850 850 


w 


DAVAR Housing Agency 

FOR 

Villas, flpts., Houses 
Tel: 2547736 - 2583587 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
BLDG. NO. 5, BIS1M, DR 



TEHRAN-IRANT 

TENDER NO. 76714 

Telecommunications Company of Iran intends to purchase, by way of an 
international tender, 16 transmission lab sets according to the technical 
specifications, draft of contract 3 nd tender conditions. 

Manufacturers may refer to the Secretariat of Purchasing and Contracts Dept (P&C 
Dept) room No. 306 residing at Bldg No. 5,Bisim Area, Dr. Shariati Ave., within office 
hours, and submit bank receipt in the amount of RIs.20,000 (twenty thousand), as 
documents fee, deposited to the account No. 90018 with Bank Melli Iran Shariati 
Branch and collect fiie tender documents. Bidders are requested to prepare their 
ofleis in 3 sealed envelopes marked A, B, C and hand it over to the Secretariat of P&C 
Dept latest by K4.00 P.M. on Sunday Sept 7, 1997 against a receipt. 

Bids received on due time will be opened and read by T.C.I tender committee at 
9.00 A.M. on Tuesday Sept. 9, 1997. 

Telecommunications Company of Iran is entitled to reject any or all of the bids 
received. 

DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR 
FINANCE, PROCUREMENT & MANPOWER 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF IRAN 


IN THREE WEEKS FOR ALL 
LEVELS AND COURSES IN 
ENGLISH BY UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSOR 

2201744 (DD) 


PERSIAN 

English, French, Italian, Spanish 

in 3 months 2217161 


LEARN 

Guitar 2217161 



HOUSING AGENCY 


SINCE 1966 


For Rent 

Baraztd Baew 
Irs fcSse Hoarfib of Teisrsn, 
Super luxe, suitable, beautiful, 
fuH furniture, 400 sq.m, 4 bedrs 
— 250 sqjn, 3 bedrs, sauna & 
Jacuzzi & pooL 
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CHASE YOUR DESIRE BY ROBINSON IN 


AFRICA 

Brand new duplex apt, 5 bedrs, 3 services, wooden kitchen, 
parqueted floor, very large balcony, excellent view, indoor s/p, 
large parking. The area is very calm & diplomatic. 
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1400 sq.m land & 600 sqjn built-up area, 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
stone floor, wooden kitchen, American standard services, large 
swimming pool, sauna, super large saloon for special occasions, 
high-level security system. 


F£iWS2l 

Newly built, modern, 165 sqon, 3 bedrs, s/p & 
all welfare facilities. 

Tel: 8347307-8 (3:80 A.M. is 6:66 P.M.) _ 
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LONDON, United Kingdom (July 15): Police officers Dennis Reid (R) and Stephen Tarter standing guard at No. 10 Downing Street, look 
bemused as a mother duck takes her family on a shortcut from St. James's Park. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


Mormon Trail West Began for 
Many Ancestors in Europe 


YELLOW CREEK, Utah — 
Rhonda Robertson leans against 
the bar of her handcart and the 
wheels grind as she labors to finish 
die Mormon trail a nine-year-old 
Norwegian ancestor died trying to 
do. 

About 400 people are reenact- 
ing the i50(h anniversary of the 
Mormon trail with 52 horse-drawn 
wagons and a dozen handcarts, 
forming what is likely to be the last 
major wagon train west this cen- 
tury, if ever again. 

Most of their ancestors came 
from Scandinavia, Wales and Brit- 
ain to make the 2,092-kilometer 
(1 ,300-mi le) journey from Navoo. 
Illinois to their hoped for religious 
refuge in Salt Lake Valley, Utah 
— or died trying. 

By 1869. some 70.000 Mor- 
mons fleeing religious persecution 
would make the trek. Some 6.000 
people were buried along the way. 
One group pulling handcarts lost 
150 men, women and children to 
Wyoming blizzards. 

Robertson picked up the trail 
about 563 kilometers (350 miles) 
back at Rocky Ridge, Wyoming 
where young Bodill Mortensen on 
October 24, 1856 went out in an 


early snowstorm to collect sage to 
bum to wann the family caring fiv 
her. 

When they awoke and didn't 
see her in the lent, they looked for 
her and found her dead, leaning 
against the wagon wheel of the 
their handcart, her arms frozen 
around an armful of sage, accord- 
ing to a diary account, 

“The story broke my heart. I 
wanted to finish the journey for her 
to commemorate the sacrifice that 
she and her parents cade.” said 
41 -year-old Robertson dressed in a 
pioneer bonnet and long dress. 

The Mormon Church drew . 
many of its converts from abroad, 
some seeking to leave behind pov- 
erty with Mormons paying their 
way and die emigres repaying their 
debt with labor. 

Of the 70,000 who made it to 
Salt Lake Valley in die 1800s, 98 
percent were from Europe with 75 
percent of those from Britain. 

Since the Mormons made their 
way west, their numbers have 
grown to 10 million worldwide, 
about half in die United States. The 
most dramatic growth has been in 
Latin America where there are 
about 3.5 million. Some 600.000 
live in Asia. 


Japan Beheading Suspect Says 
Attacks Were “Sacred 55 


KOBE, Japan — A 15-vear-oId 
boy held in custody for beheading 
a playmate and attacking four 
girls, battering one to death, 
believed he was carrying out 
“sacred experiments,” Japanese 
media reported on Saturday. 

Quoting police sources. Kyodo 
news service said the boy's mo- 
tives were revealed in a notebook 
he kept of his actions. He was aged 
only 14 at the time of all the at- 
tacks. 

A police spokesman had no 
comment on the reports but said a 
notebook in the hoy's handwriting 
was found in his home. 

In one entry, dated March 16, 
and addressed to “Bamoidooki 


god.”, the hoy described in four 
pages how he hit Ayaka 
Yamashita, 10, with a hammer and 
then used a knife to stab another 
girl, aged nine.. 

The name that the boy gave to 
his god has no meaning in Japa- 
nese and police believe he simply 
made up the name. 

Ayaka died of head injuries a 
week later, and the other girl was 
seriously injured with stab wounds 
to the stomach. 

“1 asked a girl playing alone in 
a park', where 1 could wash my 
hands. She answered I could do so 
at a school. 1 asked her to take me 
there.” the boy wrote. 

“1 said to her, ‘please look back 


Families of TWA Crash 
Victims Briefed on Probe 


CALVERTON, New York — Af- 
ter three days of mourning to mark 
the anniversary of the crash of 
TWA flight 800, the victims' fami- 
lies were briefed Saturday on the 
investigation. 

Some family members also vis- 
ited die hangar where investigators 
have used debris from the aircraft 
to nearly reconstruct it in hopes of 
discovering what brought down 
the Paris-bound Jumbo Jel. 

But others chose to skip that 
tour, including Frenchman Herve 
Schwertz, whose brother-in-law 
was among the 230 people who 
died in the July 17. 1996 crash off 
New York. 

“I did not want to imagine 
Benoit living in this carcass,” 
Schwertz said. 

The relatives, some of whom 
visited the site in February, were 
briefed by investigators from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) and National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB), who have 
failed so far to find the cause of the 
disaster, although they are leaning 
toward the theory of a bizarre fuel 


tank explosion. 

NTSB chairman Robert Francis 
confirmed that tests with a similar 
Boeing 747 showed hot air pockets 
may have increased the risk of a 
spontaneous explosion, but said 
that itself was not conclusive evi- 
dence. 

Margie Predeth, an Australian 
whose niece and sister died in the 
crash, expressed confidence in the 
investigators. 

“They are really doing all they 
can,” she said. 

“There are so many agencies 
that they couldn’t cover up" the 
possibility of a missile, as sug- 
gested by some observers, her hus- 
band Max added. 

Marc Cayrol, another French- 
man whose brother Jacques-Ber- 
nard died in the crash, said the visit 
was aimed at ’ ‘increasing the pres- 
sure on U.S. authorities ... to do 
everything to reach a conclusion.” 

On Sunday, family members 
were to meet with New York 
mayor Rudolph Giuliani and hold 
a final ceremony at St. John the 
divine cathedral. (AFP) 


at me, so I may thank you.’ When 
she turned round. I brought a ham- 
mer down (on her head). I think I 
hit her a few times but I was too 
excited to remember." 

The boy’s writings revealed 
that before stabbing the other girl, 
he chased a small boy to attack 
him, but gave up when he lost sight 
of the boy. 

In an entry on March 17, the 
day after his alleged attacks on the 
two girls, the boy wrote: "I was 
surprised neither of them have 
died. I came to know human be- 
ings are strong. " 

In another entry the boy said be 
was carrying out “sacred experi- 
ments to confirm the fragility of 
human beings,” 

A March 23 entry said the 
boy's mother told him of Ayaka’s 
death. 

“There are no signs that I’ll be 
arrested,” he wrote. 

The boy was arrested on June 
28 on suspicion of murdering Jun 
Hase, 1 1 , whose severed head was 
found on May 27 in front of the 
Kobe high school the suspect at- 
tended. 

Police have said they are also 
questioning the boy about attacks 
in February on two girls who suf- 
fered minor injuries when they 
were hit with a hammer. 

Media reports have quoted po- 
lice as saying the -boy has con- 
fessed to ali the crimes. 

The boy’s name has been with- 
held because he is a juvenile. 

(Reuter) 


Crocodile Kills illegal 
Immigrant on South 
Africa-Zimbabwe Border 



MESSINA, South Africa — A 
crocodile closed its jaws on a 
Zimbabwean trying to cross 
illegally into South Africa and 
dragged him underwater while his 
companion watched helplessly, 
police here said Saturday. 

The incident happened as the 
two men crossed the Limpopo 
River, near the Beit bridge border 
point, in search of work in South 
Africa, the national news agency 
SAPA reported. 


The victim yelled and ui 
cessftilly tried to loosen the ci 

tide's grip on his leg before bi 
pulled under and drowned, 
survivor alerted the police. 

Many such deaths occur < 
year along die Limpopo, whi 
as much as 500 metres (y 
wide in some places, as Zin 
weans continue to be draw 
their richer neighbor. 


Rick but Bored: in Efptm Rom Turns to Armed Robkerr 

4 (5n — a vmina Povnlun grmiwl ....nit « 


CAIRO — A young Egyptian 
teenager blessed with wealth and 
happiness turned to armed robbery 
simply because she was bored, the 
press reported on Saturday. 

“Robbery was delirious adven- 
ture,** said the woman, aged 
around 18 and identified only as 
Ghada, who was sentenced last 
week to three years in prison for 


armed robbery and assault. 

The daughter of a rich leather 
industrialist led a criminal gang of 
three young wealthy women, and 
was caught fleeing the scene of a 
crime when she ran smack into a 
police car. 

"I had everything in life 
money, jewels, travel and cars” 
but was “profoundly bored,” 


Ghada was quoted as saying in the 
Islamist newspaper Al-Ahrar. 

Ghada began her life of crime 
stealing towels and silverware 
from hotels and throwing them 
from die window, but later bought 

a gun. attacking people to steal 
their money and jewels. 

(AFP) 


With this group, which began in 
April and is expected to arrive in 
Salt Lake Valley on July 22. is 
Osamu Sekiguchi, 35. of Tokyo 
and his wife, Takako, and las sons 
Yuji, 9, and Koji, 7, 

“Asa Mormon, f didn't want tc 
miss this experience because I 
know it won't be repeated,” 
Osamu Sekiguchi said. 

He and his fondly have walked 
most of die way through rain- 
storms in Nebraska and the cold of 
Wyoming. On the way to Yellow 
River, though, Sekiguchi suc- 
cumbed to dehydration. 

Feverish and in pain, he was 
unable to even talk to explain his 
condition. Someone finally recog- 
nized it and he was given an intra- 
venous solution. He was walking 
the trail the next morning. 

He brushes that experience off, 
saying the toughest time was the 
first two weeks he arrived when 
they endured thunderstorms and 
bone-chilling winds is Nebraska. 

"We slept in wet sleeping bags. 

My children cried then and asked 
to go back to Japan,” be recalls. 
"They missed their computers and 
friends and comforts.” 

“But they have learned to do 
things for themselves — set up K 
camp, take care of horses. In Ja- 
pan, they were spoiled. Now they 
are independent.” 

Were Kareoa. 54. of Hastings, 

New Zealand came with his wife. 
Patsy and his two daughters Jee- 
sica, 10, and Tamar, 8. He is fifth 
gene rah on Mormon after mission- 
aries came to his homeland lo oking 
to convert Maori. 

“We came for a taste of what 
die original Mormons who made 
this journey went through- We had 
four days of really add weather,” 
be says from under his wagon 
where he had been napping at t 
camp. 

It helps you understand what 
fcey 'Wo* through. To understand 
their commitment, the faith in 
every step.” 

- (AFP) 
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spinal cords were damaged in a 

way that impaired their ability to 
walk. 

Tb* gene therapy involved re- 
oiwmg some of the rats’ healthy 
cells, infusing them with a gene 
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searchers measured the improve- 

ment by observing the rats walk 
across a test grid. 

Thu rats which had been treated 
with the gene therapy made two to 
three errors during the test, com- 
pared with an average of about 
eight made by the injured rats in 
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Double 
Wore! Score 



by Hank Ketcham 



- o iceuvery or 

tunc t, on after a spinal cord in- 
jury,” Tuszynski said, adding that 
it could offer benefits over another 
experimental treatment involving 
transplanting spinal tissue from 
aborted foetuses. 

The cells you would use in gene 
therapy would be a person’s own 
cells.” he said. “They are essen- 
tially available with a limitless sup- 
ply- They a re available 
immediately, and there is no ethi- 
cal controversy associated with 
ft.” 

Doctors have recently begun 
testing foetal tissue transplants in 
paralyzed patients to see if this 
could stimulate the damaged tissue 
to rebuild itself. 

Tuszynski said he hoped to ob- 
tain federal funding to continue to 
test the gene therapy on larger ani- 
mals that are anatomically closer 

(ft humane* 
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Fierce Debate 
at First World 
Conference on 
Breast Cancer 

KINGSTON, Canada — The first 
world conference on breast cancer 
opened here Monday with fierce 
debate between medical experts 
and feminists over the necessity of 
mastectomies. 

Steven Narod, an oncologist 
with the University of Toronto, 
said that 80 percent of women 
bearing a gene linked to breast 
cancer will be struck with the dis- 
ease and that a mastectomy was the 
best way of preventing it. 

Feminists, however, ques- 
tioned that view, saying it asked 
women to mutilate themselves and 
that breast removal was not a 
proven prevention measure. 

Bella Abzug, a former member 
of the U.S. House of Repre- 
sen la fives and now leader of an 
Women’s Environmental and De- 
velopment Group in New York, 
said that until recently women un- 
derwent mastectomies when sim- 
ply removing a breast tumor was 
sufficient 

“There is a lot of fortune-telling 
and bookmaking going on,” said 
Abzug, who has been battling 
breast cancer for four years. 

A researcher from Boston, San- 
dm Steingraber, said that only five 
percent of breast cancer cases are 
genetically related and that study 
should instead focus on environ- 
mental conditions, which have 
be«Q known to be cancer-causing. 
“Whether cancer materializes 

has everything to do with how bod- 

!?* detoxify and repair damage 
from environmental problems,” 
she said. 

One alternative to mastectomies 

under study is anti-estrogen treat- 
ment, since estrogen development 
has been linked to growth of tu- 
mors. 

Breast cancer causes a million 
deaths a year worldwide. The con- 
ference here brings together repre- 
sentatives of 30 countries who plan 
to adopt a worldwide action strat- 
egy by the end of their meetings 
Thursday. 

(AFP) 

TODAY ZN 
HISTORY 

1877 - British cabinet decides 
to declare war on Russia if it oc- 
cupies Constantinople. 

1962 - Indian and Chinese 
troops clash in two disputed areas 
of Kashmir. 

1974 - United States announces 
that Greece and Turkey agree to 
ceasefire in war on Island of Cy- 
prus. 

1975 - Soviet Soyuz spacecraft 
lands safely in Soviet Central Asia 
after its rendezvous in space with 
U.S. Apollo craft. 

1989 - Top Communist party 
leaders in Soviet Union call in 
sterner restrictions on freedom of 
me press. 

- Thousands of protesters 
clash with not police in Seoul fol- 
lowing demonstration that at- 
tracted nearly 300,000 South 
Koreans. 
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on current with the visit of 
Ayatollah Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani. the flagbearer of construc- 
tion to Kerman Province, and in 
order to increase the production 
capacity of copper, Sarchexhmeh 
Copper Complex (SCC) under- 
went some development projects. 
These projects and their signifi- 
cance are presented below: 


Being one of the richest series 
of mines in the country- and the 
world, Sarcheshmeh copper 
mines can he regarded as a major 
economic base for achieving self- 
sufficiency. 

Given the significance of SCC 
and its vital role in national econ- 
omy, its economic capabilities 
have to be ultimately utilized to 
meet the country’s future require- 
ments. Plans must be made in 
order to increase the production 
capacity of SCC, and to optimize 
its manufacturing process. Based 
on the genera! specifications of 
Sarcheshmeh Copper Complex, a 
maximum 30 percent of the 
mines' mineral reserves can pres- 
ently he exploited which is 360 
million tons nut of 1 ,200 million. 


1999. It is noteworthy that by 
implementing this project 200 
people will be employed while 
the production of copper concen- 
trate and molybdenum (a strate 
gic and valuable metal) 
concentrate will respectively 
reach i 82,000 and i .620 tons. 

This project needs an invest- 
ment of 55,242 billion rials as 
well as 170 million dollars. 


- a' - T'-.'S.C*' 


Expanding the refinery of 


This project aims at increas- 
ing the production of anodic cop- 
per in SCC. Its preliminary 
studies started long ago and its 
operations are about to start. 

Completion of this project is 
estimated to take 30 months dur- 
ing which a complementary oxy- 
gen factory will be built and the 
melting furnace will he expanded 
based on the modern process of 


Once its leaching project is operational , SCC zvill 
manufacture 14,000 tons of 99.99-percent*pure 
cathode copper plates annually to bring an 
estimated turn over of 35 million dollars a year. 


SCC was a serious area of con- 
cern since long ago. It was re- 
garded as a fundamental reform 
for achieving an increased pro- 
duction capacity. 

The objective is to increase 
the production of copper from 
137,000 to 200,000 tons annu- 
ally. This will be achieved utiliz- 
ing the latest technology together 
with stainless steel cathodes and 
k'HirJmating the existing pruce- 


ISA or AUSMELT. It is expected 
that once this project is opera- 
tional, the production of anodic 
copper will reach 100,000 tons 
annually. 

The 60 billion rials plus 50 
million dollars of investments 
needed for this project are ex- 
pected to turnover within 3 years 
with the domestic turnover rate of 
45 percent. 

Given its specifications, this 
project is •.■•h mated to bring an 



For this purpose and after the 
implementation of development 
projects, the exploitable capacity 
of mines will increase from 220 
million tons of I -percent-pure 
ore to 740 million tons of 78-per- 
cent-pure ore. In other words, the 
amount of ore exploited daily will 
rise from 40,000 to 80,000 tons 
while the mine's life is lengthened 
from 15 to 27 years. Once the 
mine is expanded and the amount 
of exploited ore increased, the 
production of SCO's concentra- 
tion factory will reach from 

13,200,000 to 26,792,000 tons 

annually. 

This project takes 30 months 
to he completed and it is expected 
u> be completed in September 


dures in SCC. 

Operations for this project 
will soon start once introductory 
studies are performed and the ap- 
propriate technology chosen. It is 
estimated that the project will 
take 20 months, 22,897 billion 
rials and 30 million dollars to be 
completed. 

Hopefiilly once the refinery is 
expanded, not only the produc- 
tion of copper will increase from 

137,000 lo 200,000 tons; hut also 
an annual amount of 15G million 
dollars will he added to SCC's 
foreign currency income out of 
which II million dollars is an- 
nua! production interest. 


annual income of 220 million 
dollars and an annual interest of 
22 million dollars. 

Parallel to the expansion of the 
melting project, construction of 
an oxygen factory ( ox y fuel) with 
a daily production capacity of 




250 tons is planned within 30 
months. These two projects will 
provide 110 employment oppor- 
tunities once they are opera- 
tional. 


quired for this project are 44.865 
hillion rials plus 10 million dol- 
lars which are estimated to turn 
over within 2 years with a domes- 
tic turnover rate of 41 percent. 
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Besides increasing the pro- 
duction capacity, achieving the 
latest know-how in manufactur- 
ing copper and advancing toward 
economic independence and self- 
sufficiency, it has been an objec- 
tive of SCC to achieve 
international standards in envi- 
ronmental protection. 

For this purpose and for re- 
ducing the pollution rate as well 
as optimal usage of SCC’s emis- 
sions, a project was planned for 
producing sulfuric acid using 

S02 gases emitting from- the 
complex's smokestacks. Concur- 
rent with the distinguished Presi-* 
dent’s visit to SCC, operations for 
this project will start and they are 
expected to be concluded in 30 
months. 

By implementing this project, 

100,000 tons of 96-percent-pure 
sulfuric acid will be produced 
annually while 45 job opportuni- 
ties provided. At the same time, 
this project will supply the sulfu- 
ric acid needed for the huge 
leaching project. Credits re- 


■?ET22fe©t ©£ 
SascheshraaeSa 
©spgser Co snpfox 

Kerman Province hosted 
President Hashemi Rafeanjani, 
the flagbearer of construction re- 
cently. In his visit the President 
will inaugurate some major pro- 
jects for industrial activities, 
mining, etc. 

Among the projects inaugu- 
rated by the president are SCC's 
gas supply, sports center and the 
grand Imam Sajjad (AS) prayer 
hall. An account introducing 
each of these follows: 

Since Iran is the second lead- 
ing country in terms of gas re- 
serves, it doesn't need to import 
natural gas, subsidize it or sustain 
costs for transportation and stor- 
age of natural gas. Also, it is a 
general policy of the Islamic Re- 
public government to replace 
every kind of fuel with gas in the 
future. Therefore, it sounds logi- 
cal to use natural gas in such 
major factories as SCC For yeans 
executives were considering the 
use of gas-buming installations in 
SCC but since exploitation of 
Sarkhoun gas reserves (close to 
SCC) which is recently started. 



the gSs supply of SCC faced de- 
lays azNl it is inaugurated now by 
foe distiNguished president. 

Some iSain advantages of this 
project are:\ 


Wmti 


mm 




Economical 

Considering the full annual 
consumption of SCC precise cal- 
culations show that in terms of 
macro-economics, it saves foe 
country. 12 million dollars every 
year. Of course the said figure 
comes only from the difference 
between the price of natural gas 
and other liquid fuels internation 
ally. This will lead to reduced 
costs for the repair, maintenance 
and transportation of machinery 
while they stay functional for 
longer periods. Furthermore, 
with commissioning this project 
Iran can export an additional 2 
million drums of oil resulting 
4 million dollars of income. 

b. Expediting 
the increase of 
Production 

For the oxidation of anode for 
naces, liquid gas (LPG) is pres- 
ently provided from a refinery. 
This method usually delays the 
manufacturing process since the 
gas should be vaporized before it 
enters the furnace. It is hoped that 
once the gas .supply project of 
SCC is operational, there will be 
no more delays in the mannfac 
hiring process and SCCs produc- 
tion takes an economical side. 

c- Commissioning 
Sarcheshmeh - 
Gas Power Plant 


After (be implementation .of 
SCO's gas supply project, its 
power plant will he commis- 
sioned which will run on a more 
normal fuel as compared to die - 
(Contd. oa flS- ^ 
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sel. Also by macing four gas- 
powered units j?i the network, the 
power generate! will reach 50 to 
.60 mW. Credits needed for this 
project eWi 46,882 billion rials 
plus 6.25 /nil lion dollare. 

Religious and 
Sport* Centers 
■ ■ SCC and Mies 

/ City 

/ l- Another project inaugu- 
/ited is the grand Imam Sajjad 
\ AS) prayer hall located in SCC's 
! factories. Constructed in 1,050m 
of "built-up area on a 1800-sq.m 
land, this prayer hall has one and 
a half stories with males and fe- 
males sections. It also contains a 
library, a refreshment room and 
a amphitheater for cultural and 
artistic purposes. 

2. The newly-constructed 
sports center of Mes City is an- 
other establishment inaugurated 
by the distinguished president. ' 
This sports center is constructed 
on a 40.Q50-5q.ra land and ac- 
commodates a hall with 3,881 
sq.m of built-up area, a soccer 
field, a standard track and field 
course, wrestling and tae Jcwon 
do halls and the required sanitary 
wares. 

The stadium's building has a 
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National Iranian 
Copper Industries Co. 


uid fuels consumed annually with 
natural put based on the thermal 
value of the gas. 

Advantages 

~ Eliminating the problems 
and costs of transporting and 
storing liquid fuels 

- Reducing the problems and 
costs of commissioning, mainte- 
nance and repairs 

“ Eliminating a minimum cost 
of 2.5 billion rials a month spent 
on a 52 million kWh amount of 
power. 


pressure and two units for reduc- 
ing secondary pressure. The in- 
ternal network's pressure is 60 
Ih/sa.in. 

Const ruction 
Operations for 
SCO's Gas 
Supply 

Since the city of Sarcheshmeh 
bums an annual 17 million liters 
of diesel and due to many prob- 




SCC manufactures 100,000 tons of copper enerv 

develop^ projects 
* ,<ro<r *»»«<«/ production of 260,000 tons in 

the first phase and 520,000 tons in the second 
phase.- 


- Keeping maintenance and 
consumption into single systems 
thereby lowering the costs of re- 
pairs and operations 

- Durability of gas-powered 
units as compared to those run- 
ning on other types of fuel 

- Reducing the amount of en- 
vironmental pollutants 

Gas Supplies 

Sarkhoun reserves in Bandar 


beautiful outlook with a steep 
concrete ceiling. It has 48 special 
seats in a 2,367-sq.m area and 
with the capacity of 2,210 spec- 
tators, it is capable of hosting 
national and international compe- 
titions. Considering the transfer 
of Shahrdari-e Kerman (Kerman 
Municipality) soccer team to 
Sarcheshmeb. Copper Co., SCC 
is heading for achievements in 
sports. 

A Review of the 
Gas Supply 
Project 

Subject 

Supplying gas to fee tones, a 
125-mW power plant and 
Sarcheshmeh city, replacing 
other Fuels in the thermal units of 
factories, Sarcheshmeh city and 
its power plant, replacing the fu- 
els of operating furnaces. 

Objective 

Replacing 300,000 tons of liq- 


Abbas are the gas supplies of 
SCC. After being refined in Sark- 
houn Refinery No. 2, the gas is 
supplied to SCC through 390 km 
of 24-inch pipeline'. SCC's maxi- 
mum consumption is 17 percent 
of the refinery’s present capacity. 

Saving the 
Foreign Cusnrency 

By running on gas, SCC will 
save an annual of 12 billion dol- 
lars provided from the difference 
between the international price of 
natural gas and liquid fuels. Be- 
sides, the count will be able to 
export an additional 2 million 
drums of oil gaining a further 40 
million dollars. 

Expanse of SCC's 
Internal Network 

The expanse of SCC's internal 
network is about 100 kni. The 
network is supplied through two 
stations for reducing primary 


lems including transportation, 
storage, temperature limitations 
and heavy costs of maintenance 
and repairs of 2,500 thermal units 
in the city all caused by burning 
diesel, officials at Sarcheshmeh 
Copper Complex decided to re- 
place diesel with natural gas. A 
public tender is being put out to 
have a qualified contractor imple- 
ment the project. 




Network for the 
Gas Power Plant 

As there were different under- 
ground obstacles in SCC site in- 
cluding power supply network, 
water works and establishments 
of fire department, telecommuni- 
cations and industrial sewerage, 
the network of Sarcheshmeh gas 




power plant was designed to be 
constructed above the ground 
level. Approved by Iranian Na- 
tional Gas Co., this method has 
already been successfully imple- 
mented in such major centers as 
Isfahan Iron Mill, Ahwaz Steel 
Complex and nil and gas refiner- 
ies in Germany's N.A. Copper 
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Complex in Hamburg. 

ALoisS LeasGhBrtg 
SVEetftoci 

Since there are over 27 million 
tons of oxidized copper ores with- 
an average purity of 0.62 percent 
in SCC, experts started examin- 
ing the methods of exploiting 
copper from oxidized ores. Tech- 
nical and economic studies led to 
choosing an advanced method of 
manufacturing copper called 
leaching method. In this method, 
oxidized ores are dipped in acid 

and the copper exploited from 
this solution is turned into cath- 
ode plates. In next steps, pure 
copper is exploited from copper 
sulfates which were earlier 
gained hy exposing copper-en- 
riched ores to sulfuric acid. 

This is a highly economical 
method which lowers the costs by 
30 percent. It especially works in 
case of minor mines or those with 
a poor purity. Another merit of 
this method is being environmen- 
tally harmless since its operations 
are performed in a low tempera- 
ture. 


Once its leaching project is 
operational. SCC will manufac- 
ture 14,000 tons of 99.99-per- 
cent-pure cathode copper plates 
annually to bring an estimated 
turn over of 35 million dollars a 


Construction operations for 
this project started early 1995 
and finished in May 1997 with a 
total' cost of 30 million dollars 
added SO hill ion rials. 

At the moment, SCC manu- 
factures 100,000 tons of copper 
every year, ft has planned several 
development projects to achieve 
an annual production of 260,000 
tons in the first phase and 
520.000 Ions in the second phase. 

SCC's first phase of development 
includes other copper mines such 
as Songoun-e Ahar. Meydook-e 
Shahr-e Bahak and Khainon Ab- 
bad Melting Factory. In addition, 
SCC is working on other long- 
term plans to achieve an annual 
production of one million tons a 
year. 
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U.S. Unveils New Plan to Protect Mill: 

Atlantic Whales 


JULY 21, 1997 


Million Turtles Saved From 
Ravages of Man 
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PORTLAND, Maine — Federal 
regulators, under intense pressure 
from New England's lobster 
industry unveiled a less restrictive 
proposal to protect endangered 
Atlantic whales. 

The rules are designed to 
protect whales from entanglement 
in fishing gear by requiring some 
equipment modifications and 
prohibiting lobstering in a few 
areas when whales are known to 
be present. 

“I don't think (the rules) art 
watered down ... I think they're 
more workable for both the whales 
and the fishermen," said Andrew 
Rosenberg, the national marine 
fisheries service’s regional 
administrator. 

The new proposal won initial 
praise from the industry and its 
political supporters, who had 
argued a more extensive plan 
unveiled this year would have cost 
at least $50 million and forced 
many lobster-men out of business. 

"With this announcement we 
will be all right," said Robin 
Alden, Maine's commissioner of 
marine resources, who had 
threatened to sue the federal 
government over its original 
proposal. 

Alden said the controversy had 
made lobstennen more aware of 
the danger some gear poses for 
whales, in particular the northern 
right whale, whose population has 
been reduced to an estimated 3 00. 

"(The whales) now have 7,000 
friends looking out for them on the 
ocean," Alden said, citing a 
proposal to train fishermen to 
assist special rescue crews that 
will disentangle the whales. 

Sen. John Chafee, a Rhode 
Island republican who negotiated 
with commerce secretary William 
Daley to get the rules modified to 
prevent problems for local 
fishermen, praised the regulations 
in a statement. 

He called the rules "a 
reasonable and practical attempt to 
strike the right balance between 
preserving a critical community 
and livelihood on one side, and 
conserving the right whale species 
on the other." 

Whales caught in gear can 
drown or be unable to eat. They 
can drag a tangle of lines and 
lobster traps for years. Officials 
hope to reduce the northern right 


whale's death rate from 
entanglement to less than one per 
year. 

The fishing industry had 
complained they were being 
singled out for regulation. 
Rosenberg acknowledged whales 
also face the danger of being hit by 
ships, but said his agency cannot 
regulate the shipping industry. 

“This is not just a problem for 
the fishing industiy, it is a problem 


for people who live on the east 
coast and value the (whale) 
resource." Rosenberg told 
reporters. 

The rules will also restrict the 
use of gillnets used off new 
England and driftnets used off 
Georgia and Florida. The United 
States will also work with Canada 
to coordinate whale protection 
efforts. 

(Reuter) 


KOSGODA. Sri Lanka — Chan- 
drasiri Abbrew stands barefoot on 
the beach with a beatific look of 
satisfaction on his face. 

At his feet, the tiny creatures 
pad down to the thunderous waves 
crashing onto the shore. He shoos 
off a swooping crow, scares off a 
prowling dog. 

The short but perilous dash to 
safety is over. They disappear 
bobbing into the surging breakers 
and are gone. 

For Chandrasiri Abbrew, who 
has now helped to save more than 
one million turtles from 
plundering poachers, it was 
another job well done and he never 
tires of the nightly ritual. 

"i like animals. I am a happy 
man. People come to see my 
turtles every’ clay, " he says, gazing 
with proprietorial pride at the 
Kosgoda turtle hatchery on the 
storm-tossed western coast of Sri 
Lanka. 

The spot, fringed by coconut 
trees and lashed by giant waves, is 
perfectly chosen. Up to 1,500 
turtles a day stagger ashore to lay 
their eggs in the sand with an 
unerring homing instinct. 

Conservationists Teach 
Fishermen to Save Turtles 

Here you can see five of the 
world’s eight species of turtle — 
loggerhead, green turtle, 
leatherhack, hawksbill and the tiny 
olive ridley. 

Chandrasiri *s hatchery was 
founded in 1979 through a wildlife 
conservation grant of $ 100,000 
from Swedish cameramaker 
Victor Hasselblad. 

Before then, conservation was 


never a prime concern for the local 
fishermen who thought nothing of 
turning the turtle eggs into 
omelettes. 


a boast that had Chandrasiri 
shaking his head in angry 
disbelief. 

Man the Biggest Threat to 



some even oeiteved that eating 
them could boost a man's virility. 


Mir Crew Gets Disappointing News 


MOSCOW — The worn-out Mir 
crew got disappointing news from 
earth, informed by Russian offi- 
cials that they won't get a chance 
to fix damage done to the jinxed 
space station on their watch, 
instead, the demanding repair 




job will be left to a fresh Russian 
crew set to blast ofF next month, 
leaving the aging Mir to creak 
along at half-power until then. 

The decision, disclosed Friday 
and to be made final on Monday, 
reflects mission control's caution 


and gives the Russian 
replacements more time to 
practice the delicate, hours-long 
operation on earth. 

But it also amounts to a vote of 
no confidence in the capabilities of 
the current Russian-American 
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MOSCOW, Russian Federation (July 18): TV picture released by WIN shows two Mir replacement crew 
members Pavel Vinogradov (L) and Anatoly Solovyov looking at a model of the Mir station July 15 in 
Moscow. A new crew will blast off August 5 to carry out the repairs on the crippled space station Mir. 
Mission control in Moscow announced July 18 the new crew members - two Russian cosmonauts and 
one French astronaut - will attempt to fix the damaged Spektr module. After tumbling chaotically 
through space for several hours July 17 when a crew member inadvertently unplugged a vital cable 
the troubled space station is back in orbit and ail systems are now working. 

' (AFP PHOTO) 


crew, which had lobbied to make 
the complicated repairs. Officials 
said the dismay was clearly 
evident during a satellite video 
linkup specially set up to break the 
news. 

“They reacted with 
understanding, although on a 
purely human level I understand 
lull well that they were, of course, 
upset,” mission control chief 
Vladimir Solovyov told reporters. 

The move indefinitely 
postpones repairs needed to 
restore full power and give the 
Russians a chance to meet their 
goal of keeping the Mir manned 
for two more years. It also means 
U.S. astronaut Michael Foale 
loses his chance to pinch-hit for 
the ailing mission commander, 
and will be reduced to his original 
standby role. 

The repair operation is needed 
to fix damage caused earlier in the 
crew’s tour of duty when a cargo 
ship collided with the Mir, 
punching a hole in one module and 
causing the station to lose half its 
power. It involves a spacewalk 
into the ruptured Spektr module. 

“They would have liked to do 
more and they are feeling sorry 
and disappointed. But they axe 
reasonable people and they 
understand that it was the right 
decision," Solovyov said. 

He added that he told them not 
to blame themselves for the' 
collision — - one of many mishaps 
to befall the orbiting outpost over 
the last six months. 

“You, the crew, have done 
quite a lot," he said. “A lot of 


Turtle’s Survival 

Poachers cut off their flippers 
for handbags and ripped off their 
shells to make combs. 

The skies above produce many 
a peril for the tiny turtles on then- 
dash for freedom. Eagles and 
crows sweep down to grab them 
before the sanctuary of the sea is 
reached. 

Even the hatchery is locked at 
night and surrounded by nets to 
stop the preying mongoose from 
breaking in. 

But Chandrasiri has no doubt 
about who is the biggest threat to 
the turtle. 

“The animal is not dangerous. ' 
It is people who are dangerous. I 
am 100 percent sore of that,” he 
said at the hatchery in this tropica] 
paradise that Marco Polo once 
called the finest island on earth. 

Fishermen Paid for Their 
Pains Now Save Turtles 

The eggs are taken from the 
beach, buried again in sand in the 
safety of the hatcheiy and then left 
until they crawl warily from their 
shells. 

They are transferred into 
one-day, two-day and three-day 
water tanks before being scooped 
up in nets, taken down to the 
beach, tipped up and watched over 
with almost paternal pride as they 
head for freedom. 

The fishermen who once 
nonchalantly scooped the eggs up 
for a snack now bring them to the 
hatcheiy and are paid for their 
pains, a handy supplement to their 
incomes in the six months when 
they cannot fish in the monsoon 
season. 

It is a popular tourist attraction 
and Chandrasiri never tires of ■ 
explaining the basics of 
conservation to groups of up to 
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UN Chief Hails Arrest of 
.Rwanda Genocide Suspects 


JULY 21, 1997 


pJNlTED NATIONS — Secro 
ttary-Geaeral Kofi Annan wel- 
i corned news of the arrest in 
; Nairobi Friday of seven suspects 
[irttbe 1994 genocide in Rwanda, 
poepgratulating tfaose involved and 
[flunking Kenya for its coopera- 
^tk». _ - - 

a statement issued through a 
spokesman, he said the 
cpriests, including those of former 
Premier Jean Kasihanda and 
former senior military commander 
jGratien Kabiligi, "demonstrate 
phe determination of the 
^international community to bring 

^^o justice those accused of 
perpetrating some of the worst 
[crimes known to mankind.” 


Between 500,000 and a million 
Tutsis and moderate Hutus were 
killed by Hutu troops and militia 
in the 1994 ethnic slaughter in 
Rwanda. A UN war crimes 


tribunal was set up later that year 
to prosecute perpetrators. 

Annan said justice and peace 
were indivisible and that, 
“without justice, healing cannot 
begin'*. 

"The secretary-general extends 
his congratulations to those 
involved in today's action, and his 
thanks to the government of Kenya 
for their . indispensable 
cooperation. 

"He hopes it will not be long 
before others indicted by the 
international tribunals for Rwanda 
and the former Yugoslavia are also 
brough to justice," the statement 
added. 

The seven suspects, who were 
picked up in an operation 
involving tribunal officials and 
Kenyan police, were flown to 
Arusha, Tanzania, the seat of the 

tribunal. (AFP) 


UN Urges Colombia to 
Outlaw Self-Defense Groups 


BOGOTA — The United Nations 
has urged Colombia to outlaw 
peasant self-defence groups oper- 
ating across Colombia, citing 
"alarming reports” about their 
role in its endemic political blood- 
shed. . 

Attorney General Jaime Bernal 
Cuellar said earlier this week that 
a decree issued in 1994. permitting 
the formation of peasant defence 
groups or rural militias, was 
constitutionally sound and that 
there was no legal reason to ban 
diem. 

But Almudena Mazarrasa, 
director of the UN human rights 
office that opened in Colombia in 
April, said in a statement late 
Friday that foe decree should be 
revoked. 

Senior military officials have 
staunchly . defended the 
self-defence groups, known 
collectively as Convivir. But 
Mazarrasa alluded to frequent 
charges that they are allied to 


right-wing paramilitary groups 
and fighting a dirty war against 
leftist rebels and suspected rebel 
sympathizers. 

In the interest of protecting 
"the civilian population within the 
context of Colombia’s internal 
armed conflict” Aey should be 
banned, she said. 

“The office .(of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights) has expressed its 
concern to the Colombian 
authorities and it continues in its 
efforts to obtain official 
information clarifying alarming 
reports about the activities and 
probable violations of human 
rights and international 
humanitarian law stemming from 
the existence of the Convivir.” 
Mazarrasa said. 

Colombia’s constitutional court 
is to rule next month on whether 
the decree legalizing the formation 
of private armed groups should be 
revoked. 

(Reuter) 


Sri Lanka Charter to Stress 

Children’s Rigths 



COLOMBO — Sri Lanka's new 
constitution will stress children's 
rights and contain "enforceable** 
safeguards against drug pushing, 
pedophilia, and forced labor of 
minors, the government said on 
Saturday. 

“In its proposals the 
government has focused special 
attention on children’s rights," the 
People’s Alliance (PA) 
administration of President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga said. 

"Among the new rights 
proposed are the right to a name 
from birth, protection from 
maltreatment, neglect, abuse, 
degradation and exploitative labor 
practices, protection from 
exposure to physical and moral 
hazards,” a government statement 
said. 

In recent years, Sri Lanka’s 


Jl •• A & . 

beaches and resorts have become 
notorious for pedophile activities 
and child trafficking. 

The government said the draft 
constitution will incorporate a 
special article for children's 
rights, and also cover minors 
through separate provisions 
against slavery and forced labor. 

The draft constitution, which 
primarily aims to devolve power 
to minorities and end the country's 
13-year-old ethnic crisis, is 
currently being debated by a 
parliamentary select committee. 

But discussions have stalled 
due to differences between Sri 
Lanka's various political parties. 

The government has said it 
plans to bring the constitutional 
reform proposals to Parliament 
before the budget session in 
November. (Reuter) 


UN Force Weighed for 
Brazzaville After 0AU Bequest 


UNITED NATIONS — The 
United Nations is working on 
plans for a UN peacekeeping force 
to shore up a ceasefire in tbe Con- 
golese capital Brazzaville, West- 
ern diplomats said Friday. 

The diplomats told AFP that the 
Organization of African Unity 
officially asked for a UN force 
after attempts to secure financing 
for a multinational force failed. 

The multinational force, of 
about 1,000 troops, would have 
been authorized by foe 15-member 
UN Security Council and financed 
by participating nations. 

However Francophone African 
states which offered to provide 
troops for foe operation refused to 
pay for tbe intervention, and no 
other states stepped forward with 
financing offers. 

UN officials said that 
developed countries might also 
provide troops to a UN force, 
which would be financed by the 
United Nations, although no 
details were available. France has 
offered only logistical support. 

The UN officials stressed that 
both Congolese President Pascal 
Lissouba and his rival 
ex-President Denis 

Sassou-NguessO would have to 
agree in writing to cooperate with 
a UN force. 


The UN peacekeeping 
department is expected to brief the 
Security Council on Us contacts in 
the course of next week, the 
diplomats said. 

But authorizing a UN force 
could still take time, as it would 
require approval by foe Security 
Council — and that of the 
Republican-dominated U.S. 
Congress. 

UN chief Kofi Annan has said 
that a ceasefire must be in place 
before a force is sent to 
Brazzaville,' where its main role 
would be to secure foe airport. 

Peace talks aimed at ending six 
weeks of fighting in foe Congo 
began in Libreville on Friday 
under mediation led by Gabonese 
President Omar Bongo. 

Organization of African Unity 
and UN envoy Mohamed Sahnoun 
was also attending the talks. 

The Congo crisis erupted on 
June 5, when government troops 
attempted to disarm Sassou 
Nguesso’s private militia in foe 
capital in the run-up to presidential 
elections that had been scheduled 
for later this month. 

Since then as many as 2,000 
people have been killed in clashes 
between rival troops, according to 
humanitarian officials. 

(AFP) 

Charities Plea for Immediate 
Action in Sierra Leone 


LONDON — British government 
officials were meeting Friday with 
aid charities after a warning that 
immediate action is needed to stop 
Sierra Leone sliding into a "hu- 
manitarian emergency.’’ 

Ten aid agencies issued a joint 
call for immediate help with 
medicine and food to stop 
conditions worsening. 

British workers in the 
violence-torn African country say 
there are "classic early warning 
signs” of a crisis, including 
thousands of refugees on the 
move, prices doubling, food 
shortages and continued fighting 
between rival factions. 

The agencies, including 
Oxfam. Save the Children and 
Actionaid, say the world should 
learn from the disaster in Rwanda, 
where thousands died and 1.5 


billion pounds (2.4 billion dollars} 
was spent on the refugee crisis- 
after a failure to take early action. 

They want more effort to find a 
peaceful solution to foe political 
turmoil in Sierra Leone, where a 
coup in May has thrown the 
country into chaos. 

Officials from the Department 
of International Development 
were meeting Friday with aid 
agency representatives to discuss 
the situation. A spokesman for foe 
department said: "We are 
prepared to consider any proposal 
as long as it doesn't prop up foe 
military regime.” 

The British government gave 
12 million pounds in aid to Sierra 
Leone in the year preceding foe 
military coup, but completely cut ( 
off assistance after it. 

(AFP) 


DUBAI — Saudi Arabia on Satur- 
day launched a nationwide cam- 
paign to drive out more than 
100,000 illegal aliens from the 
kingdom, the daily Arab News 
said. 

The Ministry of Labor granted 
an amnesty to foreigners who had 
entered Saudi Arabia on visit or 
pilgrimage visas but stayed longer 
than their papers permitted, the 
English-language newspaper said. 
The amnesty would • also cover 
expatriate workers who had nut 
away from their sponsors. 

“The- crackdown will help to 
deport at least 100,000 illegal 
overstayers, mainly to Asian 
countries,” the paper said. 

The campaign was also 
designed to help solve current 
labor problems, in line with the 
country's commitment to provide 
jobs for an extra 659,900 Saudis 
by foe year 2000. 

There are no official Saudi 
unemployment statistics, but 
diplomats estimate it could be as 
high as 20 percent. 

"This drive to flush out 
foreigners will conclude by tbe 
middle of October this year,” 
Arab News quoted the director 


Saudi Starts Campaign to Kick Out Illegal Aliens 



general of passports, 
Major-General Assa'd Ahdul 
Karim al-Furaih, as saying. 

The Ministry of Interior said 
those sheltering or helping illegal 
immigrants could face up to a year 
in prison and fines of up to 
100,000 riyals ($26,700) for each 
infraction. 

Saudi Arabia each year deports 
several thousand illegal aliens — 
mostly from the Ind*' in 
subcontinent — who stay o to 
work after entering foe cr mtry 
among the more than one n :IIi 
foreigners who visit to perfoi n foe 
Muslim Haj pilgrimage. 

Thousands of others enter the 
country illegally or overstay after 
their resident permits have 
expired. Foreigners comprise 
one-third of Saudi Arabia’s 
estimated 18 million population. 

Saudi Arabia said in 1995 more 
than 100.000 illegal foreign 
workers left the country after 
authorities gave them a month to 
leave or face punishment. 

Saudi authorities say such 
violators pose a security threat and 
have organized previous 
campaigns to arrest and deport 
them. 

(Reuter) 
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Part 12 


Sy Huseht Uuxeinov 

(Okat same afternoon I headed from Mashhad to 
vci' Dargaij On the way I was preparing myself to 
change to the themes of the villages and the local peo- 
ple. This I wanted to do since 1 was here with the filming 
crew once and in my previous work Iwas quite inspired 
by the life here and the surroundings which consisted 
mainly ofsimply-built houses with straight lines under 
the torquoise sky. 

Dargaz 

Here all the right conditions for an artist prevail. 
There was also a gathering of friends, and everybody 
seems to know everybody else, and they speak my 
language. 

It is a beautiful, clean, and heart-stirring city over- 
all. They even tell me that seldom do they lock their 
houses. Spectacular springs, and healthy cows, may 
the Almighty God bless these people and their land. It 
all reminds me of my childhood. 

Although conditions in Dargaz were even better for 
me than Is faha n and Shiraz, my efficiency in work 
seemed to have somehow suffered. What I had in mind 
was outside of the city and inconvenient at the mo- 
ment. I did a few sketches which came out all right. 

I would like here to thank all the good people who 
helped me travel half of a country without knowing the 
language and who gave of themselves and their time 
to make my journey such a delight. 

I was pulled towards this ancient land to get to know 
its culture first hand, and in doing so I got to know 
spiritually a land and its culture as well. I believe 
knowing an ancient culture is simply impossible, but 
should the hands of fortune direct me towards this 
land and its people, I will not hesitate for a moment. 
I shall go again. (Conehaded) 


Stallone Atquires Rights to 
Film on Formal One Rating 


LOS ANGELES — Actor 
Sylvester Stallone has acquired the 
rights to produce a film on For- 
mula One Racing, though he has 
no plans to star in die movie, his 
publicist said Thursday. 

Stallone will produce die film, 
assigning a writer for a screenplay 
of a four-character story about the 

world of Formula One Racing. He 
got the rights from racing 
entrepreneur Bernie Ecclestone. 

“Boxing and auto racing have 
always been two of my favorite 


sports," he said in a prepared 
statement 

“I've had the opportunity to 
bring a boxing film to die big 
screen, and now with the 
assistance of Bemie Eccelcstone, 
we will see extraordinary insight* 
and glimpses of coverage that are 
inextricable components to thin 
most p a s si o n ate of speed sports.” 

Production starts in late 1998 or 
early 1999. 

(ATP) 


TEHRAN TIMES 

Ayatollah Seyed 
Reza Bali aodil ini. 
a Life Sketch 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Ayatollah Seyed 
Reza Bahaoddini, one of the out- 
standing ulema and maraja taqlid 
(religious authority or literally 
source of imitation) in Qom 
passed away in July 19 after suf- 
fering prolonged heart disorder. 
His body laid to rest in Qom amid 
glorious ceremonies on Sunday. 

The ayatollah was bom in 29 
March 1908 in the holy city of 
Qom. His father was a pious 
farmer and was greatly esteemed 
by the people of Qom because of 
his righteousness and altruism. 

Seyed Reza was a genius. In 
his childhood and in the prime of 
his life he climbed the highest 
rungs of the ladder of knowledge 
with astounding speed. At the age 
of 25 he obtained the status of 
Ijtihad (independent strive to de- 
duce laws from Islamic sources). 
In the entire course of his study 
he displayed exemplary assidu- 
ousness and perseverance by de- 
voting 1 6 hours a day to scientific 
activities such as study, teaching 
and engagement in polemics. 

The 90 year old ayatollah de~ 
- voted 60 years of his life to teach- 
ing at the Qom Theological 
Seminary. This long period of 
time made an influential and ac- 
complished character out oFhim. 


His salient feature was his devo- 
tion to spirituality and lofty mys- 
tical stations which he had mas- 
tered. He was quick sighted and 
perceptive prophesying events 
some years before they take 
place. His moral advises were 
unpretentious and candid and 
penetrated deep within the inter- 
locutor. 

The departed ayatollah per- 
ceived non-material facts intui- 
tively. He detested to be known 
for ability to portend future 
events and thus many of his pre- 
dictions have remained unspo- 
ken. 

However, those who engaged 
in long conversation with him or 
were persistent and inquiring 
could get to know the ayatollah’s 
exalted station. 

Ayatollah Bahaoddini had 
most of the Qoran by heart and 
was greatly conversant of the nar- 
rations haaded dawn from the 
Holy Prophet (SAW) and Im- 
maculate Imams (AS). He cher- 
ished fasting, saying prayer at 
midnight and helping others 
solve their problems. 

The prominent ayatollah has 

not left behind published work, 
yet many of the existing politico- 
religious personalities in Iran 
have been his students. 



Ayatollah Bahaoddini was the 
lifelong and intimate friend of the 
late Imam Khomeini and vener- 
ated his views and ideas. 

He counted Ayatollah Seyed 
Ali Khamenei as the fittest suc- 
cessor to the late Imam Khome- 
ini. Many years prior to the 
departure of the Imam. Ayatollah 
Bahaoddini in private meetings 
when there was talk of the Imam's 
successor observed: "Of course, 
no one will be like Haj Aqa 
Ruhollah (referring to Imam 
Khomeini), but Mr. Khamenei is 
closest to the Imam. The one to 
whom we place hope is Mr. 
Khamenei. You may not accept it 
from me and may be surprised, 
but this is my prophesy. It is 
crystal clear to me. Only Seyed 


Ai» Khamenei.” 

In the years between 4982 and 
1988, the ayaioUafcVpR^^ 
was made in difenat iocc^ons 
in response to the qrc^kripoged 
regarding the hnWfe Successor. 
At that time there was no talk of 
the leadership' of Ayatollah 
Khamenei after die feta Imam 
Khomeini. 

In March 13-1 4, 1996, a semi- 
nar on “Thecrfqgical Seminary 
and Purification” was -held in 
Qom in gferyof tee efforts of this 
oatstandijg aystoSah. The semi- 
nar was sponsored by the Islamic 
Propagation Orfflmmtioo which 
presented pamphlets and articles 
A lustrating ife? different aspects 
of the character of Ayatollah Ba- 
haodcKni. • ... 


On The VaMat FiIm ANd PhoTO 
FestivaI in TAbmz 


By Mohseh Mohammadi 

TABRIZ— The 13th Vahdat Film 
and Photo Festival opened in 
Mo’allem Hall in Tabriz on Fri- 
day. The festival sparked the 
glimpses of hope in the hearts of 
the interested and committed art- 
ists of Iranian film industry. 

The 12th festival held last year 
with the participation of over 200 
filmmakers gave valuable experi- 
ence to the film experts. Due to 
two years of interruption, such a 
welcome was not out of expecta- 
tion. 

What the 13th festival turned 
out to be at the very beginning, was 
shocking to the expectations of the 
responsible authorities and festival 
organizers. The vast welcome of 


the 13th festival amazed the festi- 
val organizers. Doubts turned into 
the hope. 

The number of films received 
by the festival reveal once again 
the fact that Iranian film industry, 
and capabilities of the Iranian 
young filmmakers are not yet duly 
recognized. There are many greats 
in film industry indifferent comers 
of this vast country still undiscov- 
ered. 

The quality and quantity of the 
films despatched, picture the festi- 
val as a religion-centered one. It 
has deeply rooted in the hearts of 
the Muslim artists especially the 
war-handicapped artists. 

Now in the midst of the 13th 
festival, we dare say the festival 


has discovered its main line. It 
knows what to do. it has its own 
addressees and is supported by a 
large number of filmmakers, 
script-writers, and committed pho- 
tographers. 

Therefore, the responsibility of 
the responsible authorities of such 
a festival is rendering material and 
spiritual supports to the artists who 
take their presence in the art and 
culture arena as their religious 
duty. 

The coming generation needs a 
kind of cinema that can well meet 
their spiritual requirements. 

What responsibilities are we 
burdened with in fulfilling the 
spiritual needs of the young gen- 
eration? 


DBney ' Wh,Ch drew depiction o fAra h character in A. ^ 


Film Festival Says 
It's After Quality, 

Mat Big Names 

ROME Demi Moore, Woody 
Afien Bond Emma Thompson are 
some of foo names on this year's 
bin for foe Venice Film Festival, 
but organizers insist top quality 
and not top naine was their 
criterion for-seJection. 

The festival hi foe lagoon city 
opensVqn August 27 and runs 



**We did-«ot select films of 
fiunoos directo^ ifwQ did not con- 
sider them worthy.neither did we 
select WfiW because they pre- 
sented &ass ” .Feficfc Landadio, 
festival director* : -said Friday in 
presenting foe Kneup: 

"We prefdr high qaahty films 

J ~ ; ; (Gbatd oo Pg.J4) 

Moscow Film 


Festival 


Opens 0 ■ 

MOSCOW — Indian. screen stars 
Gina Lollobrigida and Alberto 
Sordi were among- foe celebrity 
guests Saturday as foe Moscow 
I n te rn a tio nal Film Festival opened 
at a refurbished movie, house bn 
Pushkin -Square. 

Lollobrigida and Soldi strolled 
past crowds of star-gazers, past a 
military honor, govd and up a 
stairway into die newly opened 
Pushkin Movie and Concert Hall - 1 


(AFPPHaTQl 


On flxacyer 




anger is like fire from 
flint: there is great ado 
to get it out; and when it does 
come, it j 
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